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Student’s Conservation Concepts of Grey-faced Buzzard Eagle

from Writing Analysis
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ABSTRACT  This study aims to analyze the students’ essay of gray-faced buzzard
from Manjhou Township of Pingtung County in Taiwan. The analysis of the students’
writings about what they had learned about the grey-faced buzzard eagle, a migratory
bird of the Manjhou Township of Pingtung, demonstrated the students’ conservation
concepts and their viewpoints of the grey-faced buzzard eagle. A total of 245 essays
were completed through writing analysis in this study. The content analysis was applied,
whereby purposive sampling was conducted among the 3" to 9" graders in elementary
and secondary schools in Manjhou Township of Pingtung County. The students’
conservation concepts of the grey-faced buzzard eagle reflected positive thinking toward
environment. About 24% of students stated that they cherished using the grey-faced
buzzard eagle as a natural resource to develop eco-tourism. Results also showed that
89.4% of students have developed an awareness of environmental richness and 30-40%

of students perceive the conservation of grey-faced buzzard eagle as “human and moral”.

Most students understood that the main factors threatening the populations of grey-faced
buzzard eagle are devastation of habitat and hunting. With this conservation point of
view, students believed that Manjhou is the homeland for grey-faced buzzard eagle. This
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belief would form a new culture and become the symbol of spirit in that area. Some
suggestions for further research and implementation of conservation education are

proposed.

Keywords: writing analysis, conservation concepts, grey-faced buzzard eagle
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