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ABSTRACT  The term “ecosystem” was first coined in 1935. It has been in use for
77 years and is now a common term to ecological communities. The concept of
ecosystem has also turned into one of the most important topics in ecological research.
Furthermore, based on the maturity of theory development, the applications of
ecosystem concept on natural resource management called “ecosystem management”
emerged in the 1990s. Ecosystem management is considered a new paradigm of
resource management in the 20th century. However, there exists a long period of debates
on the clear definition, theory assumptions, and applications of both terms, although two
books had been published in an attempt to clarify their historical background and theory
development. Not only researchers but also practitioners are struggling to tackle the
confusion surrounding the meaning of the two terms. This article is an attempt to review
the two concepts from historical and theoretical points of view, and issues found in their
applications. We also discuss the evolution and future change of the two important
concepts.
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