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ABSTRACT  We studied the breeding biology of the Taiwan barbet (Megalaima
nuchalis) in Yang-Ming Mountain and recorded the breeding performances of thirteen
pairs during the 2011 breeding season. The breeding season of Taiwan barbet began in
early May and ended in late September. The late start compared to other years could be
attributed to the lower temperatures in January and March of 2011. The breeding pairs
produced a mean of 1.5 broods and had a mean clutch size of 3.7 eggs. The mean
incubation period was 13.9 days and the nestling period was 30.6 days. The rate of egg
hatching success and fledgling success were 83.9% and 40.4%, respectively. Predation
was the major reason for failures of egg- hatching and fledgling mortality, and snakes
are suspected to be the main predator. More fledglings than eggs (26:8) were supposed
to be predated. The mean food provision rate was 4.2 times per hour. Insects and fruits
were the major food items for the nestlings, and each accounted for 61.3% and 36.4% of
the entire food, respectively. The parents fed more insects than fruits to their nestlings in
both of the first and the last halves of the nestling period. Half of the insects provided to
the nestlings were Orthoptera, Phasmida and Hemiptera. Stick insects were the most
common food.

Keywords: Taiwan barbet, breeding biology, predation, nestling food, Yang-Ming
Mountain
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