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ABSTRACT  The goal of this research is to learn from experiences of UNESCO’s
Global Geoparks Network and to evaluate Taroko National Park for inclusion in the
Network. An applicant’s self-evaluation and evaluators estimate table provided by the
Network Office is introduced in this research. There are six evaluative categories for the
evaluation, including: geology and landscape, management structures, interpretation and
environmental education, geotourism, sustainable regional economic development, and
access. This research invited five experts, including three senior staffers of the Park and
two academics, to participate in the evaluation. The findings show that the Park scored a
total average of 82. The best scores of the evaluative categories lie in geology and
landscape, as well as guides and environmental education, followed by management
structures. However, there are several weak aspects of the Park: The guided tours for
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geotourism of the Park are not well-prepared and provided. The efforts made by the Park
for sustainable regional economic development are far from satisfactory. A shuttle bus
and bicycle system is recommended in response to traffic jam problems on holidays as
well as to promote a more environmentally friendly way to visit the Park.

Keywords: geodiversity, Global Geoparks Network, management planning, Taroko

National Park, self-evaluation
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