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ABSTRACT

Land crabs are an important resource of Houwan. The purpose of this

study was to investigate the biodiversity, distribution, reproduction of land crab fauna
and burrow density of Cardisoma carnifex from April to October, 2013. A total of 23
species belonging to six families were recorded. The river near south of the secondary
forest had the highest land crab diversity. Four hundred and seventy-one breeding
individuals of C. carnifex were recorded over five months. The highest recorded burrow
density of C. carnifex was 0.34 per m? in the secondary forest. Houwan is a biodiversity
hotspot for land crab fauna in Kenting National Park. A long-term monitoring
mechanism should be established and landscape change must be put into consideration

in the future.
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