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ABSTRACT  Kenting National Park was established in 1982 as the first national
park in Taiwan. The Park’s residents mainly settled in 42 agricultural and fishing villag-
es, including Hou-ua, Wan-li-toung and more. Over the past many years, many residents
and Kenting National Park Headquarters have had a serious collision of interests due to
the National Park Law. The residents see the law as disruptive of their livelihood, and
are particularly against building management. Since 2002 after Kenting National Park
Headquarters took charge of the Park’s construction management services, illegal con-
struction has been a troublesome problem with reported number reaching 949 by the end
of 2012. In addition to being unfair to law-abiding residents who own legal buildings, it
is also visually unfavorable to the Park’s landscape. In this study, questionnaires and
in-depth interview with the Park’s residents were conducted to clarify reasons behind il-
legal construction before illegal construction patterns. Based on these surveys, illegal
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constructions can be generalized and attributed to three reasons: First, up to six million
tourists visit Kenting National Park every year now. As enormous business opportunities
open up, some residents illegally constructed extra space on their existing buildings to
run accommodation services. Second, residents illegally reconstructed parts of their
buildings for waterproofing protection because the buildings were aging or suffered
from natural disasters. Third, residents illegally constructed extra floor areas to their old,
small buildings. Accordingly, 17 strategies in five aspects (incl. system, counseling, ad-
ministration, penalties and civil participation) are suggested for Kenting National Park
Headquarters to step up its measures to deal with and prevent illegal constructions.

Keywords: Kenting National Park, illegal construction, questionnaire survey, in-depth

interviews, resident
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