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ABSTRACT  We studied the breeding behavior and performance of Brown Dipper
(Cinclus pallasii) along Chichiawan Stream in 2004-2005. Nesting initiated in
mid-January, with a clutch size of 4.1 eggs (sd=0.3, n=16). It took the females 17 (sd=0,
n=2) days to hatch the eggs, and nestlings would fledge 25 (sd=0.5, n=4) days after
hatching. Both sexes shared the nest-building and feeding tasks, but incubation was ex-
clusively made by the females without food provided by their mates. Five of the 12 pairs
successfully bred 15 fledglings in 2004, and two of the six pairs bred four fledglings in
2005, with Mayfield breeding rate of 0.49 and 0.27, respectively. Some individuals
showed habitat-fidelity. Reduction in the number of pairs participating in breeding in
2005 may be due to summer floods in 2004 that led to the decline of aquatic insect bio-
mass. Breeding attempts failed due to heavy rain and predation, in particular for those
birds whose nests were located on the river bed or boulder, rather than on the cliff ledge.
Keywords: Chichiawan Stream, brown dipper (Cinclus pallasi), breeding, typhoon, be-
havior
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