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ABSTRACT  We observed the courtship, mating, and breeding behaviors of the
Mandarin ducks (Aix galericulata) along the Tachia Stream and its upper tributaries,
Chichiawan and Jiozen Streams, in the Shapa National Park between September 1998
and December 2002. The paired and non-paired drakes had no significant difference in
the body weight, bill, wing, and tarsus length. Mandarin ducks paired and copulated in
fall, with the highest pairing percentage from January to March, and the pairing was
seldom seen in July-August. Of eight separated pairs, six ducks remated, while just one
drake did. The majority of nesting trees and broods was located at Jiozen Stream, where
original forest was much abundant there. Hen/brood bond lasted for at least 40 days.
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