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ABSTRACT  Taroko National Park is famous for its landforms, ecological resources,
and aboriginal culture. These unique attributes have attracted large numbers of visitor to
the park every year. Tourist expenditures can bring direct and indirect economic benefits
and increase income and employment in the host community. The purpose of this study
was to estimate the economic benefits of tourism to Taroko National Park and the
nearby community using an input-output analysis. Tourists visiting Taroko National
Park were chosen as sample. Person-to-person interview was conducted in popular spots
in the park. Inverse matrix table for Hualien County was obtained via modulating 2004
national inverse marix table by the location quotient of Hualien. The results showed that
tourists of Taroko National Park in 2006 brought an economic benefit of 4.89 billion
NTD to Hualien, and 395 million NTD to Taroko National Park and host community.
Total tourist expenditures also generated a total income of 1.93 billion NTD to Hualien
and 164 million NTD to Taroko National Park and host community.
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