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ABSTRACT

The US national park system comprises more than 360 areas, divides into 20 types, and

covers some 3% US territory. It is administered by the National Park Service (the N.P.S.)
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of the Department of the Interior, and performs such missions as both conservation and
recreation.

Following several important events, such as the birth of N.P.S. in 1916, an Executive Crder
in 1933, and the Alasks National Interest Lands Conservation Act in 1980, the national park
system obtained great support from the government and the people. Hence, it counterbal-
anced opposite forces and became more diverse and dynamic in respect of resource compo-
nents as natural world.

Park authority put itself in a dilemma because its purpose was not only to leave wild lands
unimpaired but also to provide enjoyment to contemporary and future generations. Since there
were complex conflicts between visitor use and resource management, it needed to be sophis-
ticated to tackle these subtle issues when it negotiated with different government offices and
interest groups.

Fortunately, naturalists who had passionate interests in wilderness assembled the grass-
root force from different advocates. They affected the decision-making of Congress through
democratic process, and also won the critical support of the highest authority - the President.
Consequently, they fostered the wholesome of the system.

Nevertheless, the expansion after system-integrating implied the enhancement of stress
on management. Internal factors were budgetary shortage, recreational pressure and the
deterioration of environmental quality; external ones were urban expansion, and the rapid
increase of mechanical transportation. In order to release these stress, the park authority
developed a Greenline Park Approach which supplied funds and technologic assistance to local
government and interest groups and worked with them through comanagement instead of
jurisdictional disputes. By doing these, the system found an adequate outlet for its pressure.
Comparing the history of US National Park with our situation can benefit us to integrate our

own national park system.
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