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Studies on the effects of wildfires on the vegetation at Shesan area
Ming-Yih Chen" * # and Ying-Yu Shih!"
(Manuscript received 12 August 1998 | accepted 10 November 1998)

ABSTRACT: The white snag landscape near the Shesan 369 Cabin was resulted from fires of Taiwan fir
(Abies kawakamii) forest. Based on dendrochronological studies of fire-scarred trees, the last two fires occurred
around 1903 and 1957. Those snags have rotten and fallen down gradually. The dominant understory species
were grasses and deciduous shrubs at the burned snag site, and were moss and Ainsligea reflexa var. nimborum
at the unburned fir forest. Most fir seedlings establish in the range between 32m from edge to forest interior
and 9m from edge to exterior. The fire that occurred at the southeastern slope of Shesan peak in Jan. of 1991
completely killed about 11 hectares of Juniperus squamata and Rhododendron psendochrysanthum.  So far no
postfire regeneration of Juniperus squamata has been found. Even though there is no more fire, it will still
take very long time to recover the original vegetation successfully.

KEYWORDS: Shesan, Taiwan fir (Abies kawakamii), fire, Juniperus squamata.

1. Department of Botany, Mational Chung Hsing University, Taichung 40227, Taiwan, Republic of China.
2. Corresponding author.
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