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Aboriginal Reserves Policy in Taiwan's National Parks
— An Institutional and Spatial Perspective

Yueh-Wen Huang'"

(Manuscript received 3 November 1999 | accepted 29 November 1999)

ABSTRACT: Aboriginal Reserves Policy has been in existence since the Japanese occupation. In the 1980s,
establishment of national parks was partially due to conservationism, a type of intergeneration justice in
reserving parts of natural resources for the future generations. In the past, the state had long been biased in its
policy on the aborigines' space. Moreover, most aborigine groups also regarded the state's various branches
(departments) as the state itself. Meanwhile, these groups' perception of land space is also much different from
the Han people. These contradictions have turned the aborigines to blame the development of national parks
for all problems and consequently constitute the conflict of the Aborigine Reserves in the parks. At times, the
aborigines would call for separating the Reserves from the parks. Monetheless, the state apparatus is often
passive in dealing with such political economic issues. These issues are often merely used as a blender for
mediating public and private interests. Based on the latest development of state theory as well as the discussion
and analysis on the issue of aborigines' space, the study suggests that the government should play a more active
and delicate role. This study further points out that the aboriginal society should make use of the national parks’
excellent landscape resources in developing autonomous activities such as ecotourism. Thus, it may be of
greater interest to the aboriginal segment not to be excluded from national parks.

KEYWORDS: National Park, Aboriginal Reserves, Perception, State, Local Society, Ecotourism.
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