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Plants utilization of Yami in Orchid Island

‘ {3 2 . I
Hsiang-Hua Wang" "', Han-Wen Cheng"' and Fuh-Jiunn Pan'"’
(Manuscript received 23 October 2000  accepted 12 December 2000)

ABSTRACT: Two hundred and four useful plant species of aborigine Yami were recorded in Orchid 1sland,
basing on the field inventory and activity participating. It means 23.0% local plant species used by aborigine
Yami in Orchid Island. Among these useful plant species, 69 used for foods, 61 used in article making, 52 used
as material of fishing implements, 45 used in ritual or as taboo, 36 used in house construction, 33 used in
clothes and omaments, 28 used as fuelwood, 17 used as remedial material. Eighty-three species (40.7%) used
in more than one use category, and Diospyros discolor, which widely used in 6 different use category, has the
highest use category diversity. The great experience and knowledge of Yami people on plant utilization could
be demonstrated, since lots of useful plants were recorded and many of them had multiple use categories and
use items. Yami cultivated some plant species as food resource or some timber use items, such as boat-
construction of house-buildding. Most of them were long and continually cultivated. Therefore, the Yami
people have the idea of sustainable utilization on plant resource. This study also found many plant species were
used in both fishing implement and ritual (or taboo) use category. Since these two use categories characterize
the unit culture of aborigine Yami, the culture of Yami was well preserved in Orchid Island,

KEYWORDS: Orchid Island, Yami, Ethnobotany
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frdh LR AR T A
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nait EA Visex rotundifolia L. MiaeE  eE o A
U & B Rl Randia wallichii Hook. I i W LIE . SOE N E R TR
U L g Gardenta fasminoides Ellis i L LEEE JE A
gu# LY ¥ Paederia scandens (Lowr.) Merr, i B itk T e
H - A
Bk e - i
e E AT
§uH R Canthium gynochodes Bail, nE A i S QL AR
il ALt
% e BoEAihit  Wendlandia luzoniensis DC. i . 3 i —hB T
i -4
sU# Ak Timoniis arboress Elmer & i -5 3 B Sk
L "
i A L

#Ha T8 i) LB W i fm B ERELA ]
% 4 ™ Morinda citrifolia L. wRRE  2a Y
B Mt Pochowia cophalophora Merr, 3] ok WHEY S
B M E-cie Tarenna seylanica Gartn His AR AR LE &N
¥
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