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The Impact of Visitors on Muntjac (Muntiacus reevesi micrurus) at Walami
Area in Yushan National Park

Yi-Jun Chen'” and Ying Wang'"**

{Manuscript received 26 April 2001 © accepted 13 June 2001)

ABSTRACT: We studied the impact of visitors on muntjac (Muniiacus reevesi micrurus) from July 1994 to
December 1995 and January, March, and April in 1997 at Walami area in Yushan National Park, Taiwan.
MNumber of visitors, muntjac numbers, and barking were recorded on two selected routes.  The result showed
that 690 visitors and 106 muntjac were recorded in the study period. The average daily sighting was
1.08£1.37. The average sighting frequency was 0.83 muntjac per day when the trail had visitors. The
average sighting was 0.98 muntjac per day when the visitor number was below 15, while the sighting number
was (.36 per day when the visitor number was over 15, There was a significant difference of sighting
(ANOWVA, p<0.05) between days without visitors (1.4521.61) and days with visitors over 15.  From 66
sighting records, the average distance between researchers and muntjac was 18.48m (2-50m). Number of
visitors present in any given day had no significant effect on sighting distance. We recorded 1013 muntjac
barking. The average daily barking was 10.34+5.75. Among them 15% was classified as the short distance
barking (<50m). The presence or absence of visitors had no influence on the frequency of muntjac barking.
However, it had a significant influence (t-test, p<0.05) on the frequency of short distance barking (21%
without visitors and 11% with visitors). And there was also a negative correlation (p=<00.03) between visitor

number and short distance barking.

KEYWORDS: Formosan muntjac, Visitor, Sighting, Barking.
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