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ABSTRACT: The term "ecotourism" has been gaining exposure and usage in recent vears. Despite which,
the interpretation and understanding of it vary greatly. This article seeks to make initial critique on the flaws
and the underlining ideology occurred in the development of ecotourism in Taiwan through examining the
concept and the practice over years.

Additionally, the locations developed or planned for ecotourism in Taiwan are often the settlements of the
aborigines. In an age emphatic of public involvement, on the issues of role of the aborigines in partaking and
the due cautions, the academic field often transplants Western theories directly and proposes regulatory
recommendations, seldom offers local perspective nor principles for practice via empirical studies. On account
of this, this study reviews six aboriginal cases with the attempt of deriving key factors to success from the
practice level, which might serve as indictors for the building of indigenous ecotourism concept and practice

approach.
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