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ABSTRACT  This paper is based on a combination of content analysis and critical
discourse analysis methods in order to examine representations of ‘“ecotourism”
discourse on protected areas in the National Park Quarterly, a governmental publication,
and Outdoor, a commercial travel magazine. Our finding shows that the National Park
Quarterly, as Taiwan's official policy advocate for ecological tourism, its ecotourism
discourse on protected areas is fairly balanced between economic and environmental
aspects. This may be because the National Park Quarterly is financially funded by
Construction and Planning Agency, Ministry of the Interior, and commercial revenue is
not an issue. In contrast, as a commercial travel magazine, Outdoor presents tourism in
protected areas mainly to cater to tourist interests, especially in the orientation of
recreation (hedonism) in natural environments instead of providing knowledge or
serving the purpose of promoting conservation. However, both magazines do not
consider local resident heritages as an important part of protected areas, nor see them as
a vital aspect in tourism management in protected areas, let alone voice for local
residents and local community development.

Keywords: ecotourism, nature-based tourism, media representation, content analysis,
critical discourse analysis
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