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ABSTRACT  What is meant by islands or rocks has always been a topic of persistent
international disputes. There have been debates on the number of islands and island
names of the Penghu archipelago, and these controversies are all derived from the
inaccuracy of the definitions of islands and rocks in the sea. The Penghu archipelago is
divided into the north and south seas, while the south sea forms the Ba-Jau archipelago
centered on Ba-Jau Island (known today as Wang-an Island). Taking the Ba-Jau
archipelago in the south sea of Penghu County as an example, through literature review,
field investigations and in-depth interviews, this paper outlines five levels of units
including t6 (&), su( 1), un (), ta (B) and tai-a (fLfF). T6 (&) and s (I§) cover an
area of 7-0.01 km? and a height of 70-10 m. These are lands in the sea inhabitable by
humans, mammals, and birds. A land mass less than 0.01 km? and higher than 10 m in
height can also be called s (2). The area of un (ffi), ta () and tai-a (t{¥) is about
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0.01-0.0004 km? with the height below 10 m and is not large enough to sustain humans,
mammals, and birds. Un (i) is common in the Penghu archipelago, and can be seen in
both high and low tides. The types of un (ffi) include monolithic and long strip splitting,
while the un-a (ffi{¥) is commonly used to refer to a rock smaller than un (fi). The ta
(fifs) comes in two types: the first type is above the sea surface and below the high tide,
the second one is higher than the high tide and is usually erected with a beacon. The
tai-4 ({Xf¥) is a unique name for Ba-Jau Island and Jiang-Jun-Ao-Yu, and can be used
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