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Results of an Archeological Investigation in Miantianping Site
and its Surrounding Natural and Cultural Landscape Resources

Tingyu Yen'?

Ancient Culture CO. LTD; ? Corresponding author E-mail: teenyu.yen@gmail.com

ABSTRACT  Miantianping site is located in the saddle area from the west peak of
Datunshan to Miantianping between Beitou, Tamsui, and Sanzhi. Chen Zhongyu (1987,
1998) and Liu Yichang (2003) had both conducted archaeological researches to obtain
preliminary data, but views on stone house types, population and related industries in
the site remain disparate. This study shows that this site contains prehistorical and
historic culture layers. Relics from the later period of Neolithic Age and the Iron Age
were unearthed only around the F1 stone house and adjacent areas. The cultural layer
from the prehistoric period most likely resulted from the temporary residents living
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along the riverbank. All the stone houses are relics from the historical period, dating
approximately from mid-18" century to mid-20" century. The construction technology
of stone houses may be related to the Han people, who may had also acquired land by
purchasing from the indigenous people or through marriages with indigenous women.
Related Pingpu village communities may include those from Guilushan, Datun and
Beitou. The construction history of Miantianping site may be related to the indigo
industry, crop farming, or small-scale poultry and livestock farming since the mid-18"
century; and was mainly related to the tea industry and thus the charcoal kiln industry
until the mid-19™ century. There were stone house buildings with broad indoor space
(F2, F6, F7) until 1934. Prior to that, there were sporadic cattle herding in the Datunshan
area. In addition to daily use of houses, abandoned stone houses were utilized after

partial reconstruction (F1, F8).

Keywords: Yangmingshan National Park, Miantianping site, stone houses, industry,

historical archaeology
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