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ABSTRACT Leucaena leucocephala (Lam.) de Wit is an invasive plant commonly
found in the Hengchun Peninsula, and its colonization negatively affects the diversity of
animals and plants in introduced areas. In this study, we investigated the species richness
and abundance of termites in nine localities with L. leucocephala in Kenting National
Park. Only three termite species were found, including Incisitermes inamurai (Oshima),
Odontotermes formosanus (Shiraki), and Coptotermes gestroi (Wasmann), all drought-
resistant species. The species composition was similar to that of the areas with high
human disturbance, such as croplands, barelands, and grasslands. Correlation analyses
showed that species richness or abundance of termites were negatively correlated with
overall tree density, positively correlated with the diameter at base of all tree species, and
did not correlate with the density, relative density, and diameters at base of L.
leucocephala. Based on these results, the areas colonized by L. leucocephala are more
likely to have low humidity or high human disturbance. Species richness and abundance
of termites are likely impacted by growth status of all trees species, rather than the
dominance of L. leucocephala.
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g LRI e T HiRE R
B EERL (Separate type) - E Y g
iR WAZ I e = A R AYRAL
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