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Adapting Japan’s Regulation Reform for Application in
Geothermal Development in Taiwan National Parks
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ABSTRACT  Geothermal as a promising option for green energy is a self-sustained
and baseload sustainable energy source with low carbon dioxide emissions. In the past ten
years, communities across Japan have invested heavily in finding ways to balance
environmental conservation and geothermal production in national parks. The Ministry of
Environment in Japan relaxed regulations on the development of geothermal resources in
national parks and formulated a proviso that takes environment protection into account.
Taiwan faces a similar challenge in reducing carbon emission while meeting the demand
to produce self-sustained energy. Japan’s experience represents a paradigm shift in the
concept of national parks, thus serving as a good model for Taiwan, in particularly
Yangmingshan National Park, Taipei, in balancing green energy utilization and nature
conservation of rich geothermal resources.
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