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L ong-term ecological studiesin Kenting National Park
neighboring marine areas, on monitoring the impact factorsfrom
anthropogenic activitiesto the marine ecosystem and a preliminary
database of its marine ecosystem
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ABSTRACT The purpose of this project is to study, monitor, quantify, and assess the impact of anthropogenic
factors on the ecosystem of coral reefs in the Kenting National Park. With these scientific data, we can then
suggest the authorities to improve their future conservation and management plans. The statistical analysis of the
previous three-year project clearly showed that the major impacts on kenting coral reefs were fishery activities,
habitat destructions (sedimentation), sewage discharges, and inappropriate recreational activities. The
interactions among these factors impact the reefs even more. Therefore, we strongly recommend the following
actions/strategies be taken seriously Increase public awareness of the coral reef conservation; ask the public not
to catch or consume coral reef fishes. Review, establish, and enhance the enforcement of the marine protected
areas. Draft the Marine Recreation Act. Enforce the prohibition of illegal discharges of polluted water. Control
the coastal development more effectively. This project will also try to use sidescan sonar and underwater
photography to do small scale mappings of coral reef distribution in the Kenting water and use them as the
baseline data for further detailed analysis. In addition, all data or information collected from the subprojects will
be integrated into one database and put on the web for public access. It is hoped that through the work of
quantitative data collection, analysis, and publication; people, including the tourists and stakeholders, can have a
better understanding of the current status of coral health in Kenting. The public can then be more concerned
about the issues on environmental protection and ecological conservation, and the government can then take

appropriate actions to reverse the current deteriorating situation.
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