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ABSTRACT  The Shuitou settlement, located in Kinmen Hsien on Kinmen Island
offshore of northern Taiwan, was a gateway for immigrants from mainland China and
for emigrants heading toward Southeast Asia in the 13" century. Compared to other
traditional settlements in Kinmen, however, the Suitou settlement remains largely a
subject awaiting further studies. Through a cross-study of literatures, field surveys, and
comprehensive interviews, this paper presents a study on the establishment and
characteristics of the Suitou settlement, including their history, social development, and
economy. Especially addressed is the connection between the architectures and
historical background of the settlement, as well community changes from the Kangxi
period during the Qing Dynasty (Ca. 14" century) up to the early years of the Republic
of China (early 20" century) period. The research results may serve as a reference for
planning of the Shuitou settlement in the Kinmen National Park.
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