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Developing A Model for Forest Recreation Area Attractiveness
Using Analytical Hierarchy Process
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ABSTRACT This study explores determinants of forest recreation area
attractiveness from the supplier perspective. The goal is to formulate strategy and
prioritize tasks to enhance the forest recreation industry in Taiwan. Twenty-three
determinants contributing to attractiveness of a forest recreation area were selected
from relevant literatures and through two rounds of Delphi survey. Relative
importance of the determinants was analyzed by a panel of experts using the
Analytical Hierarchy Process method. Results show that diverse vegetation types and
ephemeral landscapes are two major determinants contributing to the attractiveness of
a forest recreation area. Reliability and accessibility are highly important for remote
forest recreation areas to sustain tourism popularity. For forest areas that require more
than two day’s time to explore, accommodation becomes an essential part of visitor
experience, and thus availability of quality accommodation is found to be a factor
contributing to the owverall visitor experience and the attractiveness of a forest
recreation area.
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