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ABSTRACT  Wetland development has been intensively researched in a wide range
of areas in Taiwan since the late 80s. However, there has been a lack of systematic
categorization of the researched areas. The focus of this study is on reviewing and
discussing wetland research in the past 20 years based on literature review.
Subsequently suggestion for future research in response to increasing awareness of
environmental conservation and merits of sustainable development is provided. A
literature collection method was used in order to study wetland papers, published data
and topics in journals from 1988 to 2007. A total of 178 master's theses, 33 scientific
journals, and 60 other publications were collected and studied. An overall analysis found
six areas of research: functions of water purification; survey and research of resources;
perception on wetland ecotourism; sustainable management; planning and design of
wetland; and evaluation and indicator identification. The number of research projects
increased and research areas varied annually. Water purification of wetland was an area
of early focus. Based on this study, sustainable management and evaluation and
indicator identification of wetland are two suggested areas for future research. The
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government is recommended to provide more research funds for diverse areas of
wetland research and raise general public awareness in environmental protection. The
government, academic circles and stakeholders are advised to work together to establish
an institution of environmental sustainable management strategy.

Keywords: wetlands, artificial wetlands, literature review, field of research
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