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An Analysis of Place Names in Yangmingshan Region

Wen-Chuan Huang '

'Department of local studies , National Dong Hwa University, “Corresponding author
(sunnyhuang@mail.ndhu.edu.tw)

ABSTRACT  The establishment and evolution of place names not only reflect
different cognitive images of ethnobotany, ecology, geology and local landscape, but are
also telling of the history of the local people and their lives. Today toponymy, or the
study of place names, has become an important field of research for anthropologists,
geographers and historians alike. In this study, place names provide an important clue to
the research of Yangmingshan region. It is hoped that a review and investigation of the
origin of place names would provide understanding of the relationship between local
settlements and their environment, industries and ethnic groups in the region, including
the history of sulfur mining in Datun, Qishinshan and Yangmingshan, as well as to help
identify the history of ethnic group activities. This study was carried out with three aims:
(1) establish toponymic database for Yangmingshan region, (2) categorize place names,
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and (3) conduct a quantifiable analysis of the spatial distribution of place names. This
study began with a literature review of place names in Yangmingshan National Park,
including lease contracts from the Qing Dynasty, files of farming contracts during the
Japanese occupation period, and relevant toponymic data from old maps and
publications. A field work consisting of interviews with elderly and survey of place
names was conducted in Shilin and Beitou administration districts of Taipei to verify
geographical location and origin of place names. Results show that: (1) while there are
disparities in the recognized range and distribution of places, place names appear to be
considerably consistent in Yangmingshan region. Natural environment-based naming
system is the most important method to name places. With its distinctive volcanic
landscape and topography, Yangmingshan’s various geographical features become easy
landmarks for local residents, and hence places were mostly named after those
landmarks. (2) Spatial distribution analysis of place names can contribute to the
understanding of the developmental characteristics of a region. Therefore this study was
able to clarify the connection among place names and the environment, industries and
various settlement activities in Yangmingshan region

Keywords: place names, Shilin, Beitou, administration region
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