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Marine Reptiles of the Green Island

Shi-Uang Wang', Jen-Ping Chen’, Hsin-Drow Huang®,
Kun-Hsuan Lee® and Ming-Chung Tu'"

National Applied Research Laboratories, *National Museum of Natural Science, “Corresponding author
(biofv026@ntnu.edu.tw)

ABSTRACT  This study aims to survey the distribution and abundance of marine
reptile of Lutao (the Green Island) island, Taiwan. Early in Japanese occupation, four
sea snake species were recorded around the Green Island, but the survey reports
afterward were less than that; the documentation of sea turtles in this area was not clear.
Surveyed by diving and beach combing, three species of sea snakes were observed. The
yellow-lip sea krait snake (Laticauda colubrina) and the black-lipped sea krait
(Laticauda laticaudata) were more abundant than the turtle-head sea snake
(Emydocephalus ijimae ). The former 2 species distributed in northeastern area of the
Island. The turtle-head sea snake was rare yet can be found around the island. There was
only one distant witness of a sea turtle, and a dead green sea turtle (Chelonia mydas)
was found in a harbor of Kung Kuan village. According to the description of local
fisherman, hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricate) should also inhabit at Lutao.

Keywords: Lutao, reptiles, vertebrates, sea snake, sea turtle
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