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Continuing National Parks' Core Values
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hat are the core values that national parks are striving

for? Is it maintaining the rich and diverse life-forms?
Reinforcing environmental education? Or ensuring the
completeness of the homeland soil and landscape? Deputy
Director Jing-mao Huang of Construction and Planning
Agency used a simple, yet very meaningful word to point out
the core value of national parks: “sustainability.”

Taiwan's national parks are under the jurisdiction of
CPA. In the subtle balance between construction and
conservation, CPA often has to face a lot of impact and
challenges. Huang who has much experience in urban
construction/planning and national park management
believes that construction and conservation are often seen
as the two ends of a tug of war, but he believes they should
be looked at the two ends of a scale, whose perfect balance
drives sustainable prosperity.

National parks have many duties, and to keep certain
areas untapped is not enough. A space where mankind and
nature can coexist peacefully has to be created before these
two can be brought closer together. With the increasing
environmental awareness, “sustainability” is not just about
whether buildings can stand against natural disasters.

Today, “sustainability” is not about building a pyramid that
stands for thousands of years but ensuring the environment
is always protected.

Environmental protection is not a new topic. In today's
world where scientists are addressing the serious issue of
climate change, “sustainability” does not only refer to the
environment but also culture and historic buildings. National

EREDIEI Interview & Text / $B5EIE Wan-ching Lai &3 Translator / 585¥H James Chang
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About Deputy Director
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Education Background : Graduated from the
Department of Urban Planning, NCKU. Master's
degree, Asian Institute of Technology.

Experience :

Maintenance Office, Bureau of Public Works,
Kaohsiung City. Duties include reviewing
Kaohsiung City's urban planning, urban
renewal projects, development of Zuoying
Chouchai Wetland, development Tap Water
Park, development of Birthday Park, and water
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The view of Chingtiankang /
provided by YMSNP, taken by Jheng-syong Chang
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recreation constructions along the banks of Love

parks focus on cultural diversity and help us find a way to
coexist with nature. For example, the Bununs help Yushan
National Park conduct research on Selenarctos thibetanus
formosanus; the Atayals who are good at fishing and hunting
help Shei-pa National Park protect and restore invaluable fish
species. Aboriginal cultures have not only helped national
parks but also given themselves new duties and established
an invaluable database for conservation efforts.

In addition, the history of Taiwan is also sustained in this
effort. Take the traditional villages in Kinmen that are turned
into inns for example; it is common to see the locals work
hard together to restore the historic buildings. KMNP's
effort has not only preserved the historic sceneries but also
let people live in the ancient buildings and experience the
beautiful tradition, making this joint effort a perfect example
of sustainability.

Huang pointed out that city parks and national parks
are basically planned the same way — through reductive
aesthetics, ecological engineering, vegetation, and public
participation. However, city parks focus more on public
safety, convenience, and comfort, whereas national parks
focus more on biodiversity and natural working methods.
Road surface is mostly made of gravel or sod that that
keeps water, and bank projection should be made with
less — or even no concrete, in order to protect nature. In
the broad natural environment, national parks have the
mission of seeking the opportunities for mutual growth and
development. Construction and conservation will no longer
at a tug-of-war but two partners jointly hold a rope and pulls
in a sustained, bright future. {ﬂ'{’{ﬂ&@
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Cultural Development Based on Nature
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In terms of architectures and landscapes, national parks
HERESEL > BXCREEEBREEERIRIER  not only have to protect natural environments but also
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This would give new life to the old buildings in the beautiful
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Current Position : Dean of the Graduate Institute of Architecture

& Urban Planning, Chinese Culture University

Education Background : Master's degree, Landscape

Architecture, University of Pennsylvania; Bachelor's degree,

Department of Horticulture, NCHU

Specialties : Environmental planning, landscape ecology,

ecology design, vegetation planning, river ecology design, and

environmental color design.

Experience :

2007 Dean of the Graduate Institute of Architecture & Urban

Planning, Chinese Culture University

1991 Dean and manager of Department of Landscape

Architecture, CCU

1982-1983 Contract researcher/technical specialist,
Department of National Parks, CPA

1982-1983 Landscape designer, Hanna/Olin Landscape Design
Firm, Philadelphia

1981-1982 Landscape designer, George E. Patton Landscape
Design Firm, Philadelphia

1980-1981 Landscape designer, WRT Urban Design and

1977-1978 Az T Z2RERINE] - S=EREZETAM -

Cii=eld

Landscape Design Firm, Philadelphia
1977-1978 Landscape designer, Shanyun Construction

Consultation Firm, Taipei, Taiwan
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of passage are all well-known to tourists. Kuo stated that
culture is a religion, and the respect for the land is a religion.
The passion and value aboriginals place on their land are a
part of their culture and life, and “passing on culture” is not
just about aboriginal performances and festivities. Real effort
would be to better express the aboriginal spirit on national
park management, HR allocation, and tourism.

Kuo believes that it would be more beneficial for national
parks' cultural development if “aboriginals” are defined more
broadly by including not only the aboriginals in the mountains
but also the early immigrants. For example, the farmers
in the terraces in Yangmingshan have formed a unique
culture since they plant yams, bamboo shoots, vegetable,
and flowers due to Yangmingshan's unique geology and
climate. This is the relationship between a national park and
the broadly defined “aboriginals” and also the unique local
culture.

From abstract culture to tangible landscapes and
buildings, national parks and people are like soil and plants
that develop in different forms. Invisible to the eyes, the
nutrients in the soil can only be expressed by a seed's
growth. A national park nourishes landscapes that are
the products of human culture, including the historic
buildings (such as Kinmen's traditional villages) or cultural
landscapes (such as the cultural industries in Hengchun and
Yangmingshan). To generate more life by mixing culture and
nature is the best way to make our land even more desirable
than before.
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