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Complementing Aboriginal Culture

How Aboriginal Culture and National Parks Work with Each Other
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Nature Conservation

by Huan-shan Tribe
SPNK and Aboriginal Culture

RPN BEERNEE / B REA SRR
Rich ecosystems in the clear rivers.
/ provided by Taiwan Beauty Magazine
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aiwan's mountains are rich in mystic

legends and diverse cultural assets. Living
in the beautiful woods, the aboriginals have
guarded their homeland for generations and
seen the natural changes, rich ecology, ever-
changing weather, and the life-sustaining
water systems. To most people, the beautiful
mountains are just a part of the national parks;
to the aboriginals, however, the mountains are
their home where they breathe, cleanse their
souls, and become a part of the woods. They
also wish to pass on their love for nature to their
future generations who shall also guard the
mountains.

Many aboriginals are doing exactly that in
the national parks. What is interesting is that
despite where they live and how different
their methods can be, their love for nature is
nevertheless equally strong.
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Oncorhynchus masou formosanus is known to
most people, and SPNP has spared no efforts
in the conservation of this invaluable species
in the wish of letting the future generations
see them in person rather than merely on text
books or slide shows. Perhaps the fastest
and most effective way to protect them is via
national resources.

However, the limited number of patrols
cannot work 24 hour a day. Therefore, it still
requires the assistance from local people in
order to ensure the species is well protected.




024

RENR RERNEBAR

EEFERLENRELFHR - iEEEEERER
RIS/ ~ RERBIEHIS -

RIERE - ESUREHRRAITERERE - FERS
= > WERFDBRERUNMIAEE - ERIFRKS IBRE
BEE - BECHIES 7RIREERNTQRTER 13
B EERENREHRRTE - URIFREEMCTREE

Ziz - FE#EEEHN 3000 ARU S - FRIAIL
SEUERE - SEURERIEH AR RS ISE - AEANE
0FAR » HEFERFTMIZEAR » —HEEESE » 5L
RERZEEEHEE  HtESHNRE - BRIRESHIUA
ImNERAEART] - RIS ERERSTEIER
gﬁa?ﬁ@ o

EIEEG IS KPRIZRERA - REREABERHEZR
EERI5 - RIUESERIRMET RBRRITSE - EEE
ARERERRERRENEENE  KEZXEANR
7 TEMER - EERRXET - FIMBEEZR
AR RAHAERE - RERNEZSHEEREEMT
ERVIEE - NFHEREERERBEAE RTAEMEIKIEE
RHEE -

RURENERRIISHERRLAEEEREEIVRED
BRE ) BRRATIER » BEENHR - itFEFEE
FEREEKTR - BAANTENSZER - HETE
ENEETEI ARV ERREM - DIRREXHEREEZ

WaEEERRERIRE -

R

0y

w
o

Efforts from Villages in Remote Areas

SPNP has a perfect example of how the aboriginals work
together for nature conservation.

Huan-shan Tribe is a small tribe in He-ping Village
of Taichung County, and is seldom visited by any — not
to mention tourists, except perhaps post officers. This
Tayal tribe that is 13km away from Li-shan is located at
the intersection of Sihjielan Creek and Cijiawan Creek.
Surrounded by mountains at an elevation of 3,000m
or higher, this peaceful village with almost 300 Tayal
households seems to be protected by the gods. Here, there
is no rowdiness or stress that you find in big cities, and all
you feel is a true sense of freedom and relaxation.

Living in this beautiful place, the Tayal's people have a
deep understanding of how to co-exist with nature. People
in Huan-shan Tribe are good at fishing with special gear
and knowledge. At the same time, they also know that they
should not overwhelm nature by depleting the resources.
They apply their wisdom on eco-management and have
achieved sustainable usage of their local, nature resources.

See how SPNP is working hard to protect the valuable fish
species with a limited number of staff, males in Huan-shan
Tribe gathered together and formed a River Patrol to help
the understaffed SPNP protect the natural habitats of On-
corhynchus masou formosanus well as those for Varicorhinus
barbatulus in Dajia River and Nanhu River.
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The Tayals in Huan-shan Tribe have guarded the
clear rivers here for ages. / provided by Taiwan

Beauty Magazine
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Raised in the tribe, the patrols are fruit farmers and turn
into environmental forces when duty calls. With the innate
knowledge on conservation and outstanding stamina and
speed, they have formed dense defense lines to keep out
nature from mankind's harm. The patrol team also expanded
from having a few to a few hundred.

Started with the wish of “protecting the woods,” people
of Huan-shan Tribe are seeing results in their efforts. This
tribe's development association has developed a 3km-long
“fish protecting trail” that does not only let people see Vari-
corhinus barbatulus — known as “the gems of Sihjielan Creek”
but also Sinogastromyzon puliensis, Crossostoma lacustre,
and Oncorhynchus masou formosanus that was washed off to
the intersection of Sihjielan Creek and Cijiawan Creek. Away
from their “home,” these little fish have passed cruel trials
and survived in places other than Cijiawan Creek, showing
how excellent Huan-shan Tribe's rivers are.

Huan-shan Tribe has rich natural and ecological
resources, and people here sure know a lot about the ferns
and flowers grown here, making the entire village a living
classroom of biology. There is a Huan-shan Tayal Culture
Museum here that exhibits Tayal's artifacts and teaches
tourists how to do Tayal weaving.

Huan-shan Tribe has finally turned from a small village
into a natural, ecology classroom that tourists who wish to
know about nature should definitely go. To SPNP, the help
from people of Huan-shan Tribe has made the journey of
protecting Taiwan's species extremely meaningful instead of
lonely.

3 IRUIBRE S EREAY )RR / S RESRIEH
Huan-shan Tribe is a primitive village. / provided by
Taiwan Beauty Magazine

4. ERENRRRE / RGEE
The pristine granary in the tribe. / by Chi-hsue Wu
RESRIEH

The church is the tribe's religious center. /

provided by Taiwan Beauty Magazine
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Leader Village Buluowan

Taroko National Park
NISHEEIWLAD » RRZBERAE / LLBO 1gH

The small and exquisite Leader Village Taroko is full of aboriginal elements
/ provided by Leader Village Taroko

WAD NERAY)— EBRH0 & / &S558
The pillar of the Leader Village Taroko — Ming-gang Cheng / by Chi-hao Huang

NEFENAREBEBRR ARG » MRS ERRE n Taroko National Park that is as beautiful as poetry,

=

j(%gmmjﬁﬁ'gmqin@  TFEFABENEET - 5 there is a resort hotel located among the steep cliffs and
N Ep meandering rivers in Buluowan, and it is known as the

FEAR B RS AL BEIR B R GEAR KR ~ RmRERBEHSE Leader Vilage Taroko.

HERERE—Mm&gWLAD -

“Buluowan” means “echo” and was originally a Taroko
MRERREIEE ] MEERERNEEREE - BEX  tibe located in a terrace 8km away from the entrance to
EROWNSAE » —EEFNILIAME! - mEELABD Taroko. The site of Leader Village Taroko was originally an
NSRS TERS » SBEIF » TAZER abandoned dwelling for veterans. With TNP's planning, this
SABEMEEIT » KR2003F L OT 5t AREE o [ R p!:’ice was opeh fpr bldq”.]g with the method of OT in 2003.
However, this is a mini resort hotel with only 32 rooms,
8 - EREERRENARINRIRERN - SR and its foundation is located inside a national park, meaning
MARERAEA » AEXBTA EEEREREIR  we couldn't do an overhaul. With the ecological limitations
il E—RVENRBEREARREEERS - P& - —M%8R  and the frequent collapsing of the only road out of here, no
[EEEZERHEENE » ERREE » BT » SRS wonder no one else was interested except me!” said Ming-
o A\ BE | |0 EABEMAEERESE - gang Cheng, the owner of Leader Village Taroko.

N Having had worked in Howard Hotel and VM of Parkview
E\ %
{rimmak o

o L Hotel, Cheng decided to join Leader Village Taroko, which
BRI RS - ERREXRERSRIRIEIENR has eventually become a cozy and exquisite hotel resort

0 R ALUBSHREERISZET » BRRARAWLRD
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The hotel is constructed with original wood and blends in with nearby sceneries / provided by Leader Village Taroko
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after renovations and opened in September, 2004. “We did
have some limitations because it is located inside a national
park. However, it's exactly because it is inside a national park
that problems such as a whole mountain being covered in
betel nut trees or mudslide do not happen here. In addition,
Taroko's world-class sceneries are also a part of our guests'
memories here, who regularly return to us after having
stayed here once!” said Cheng with a sense of joy.

Bk 027




028

FEX{t BAKEER
REEHREILENED K @ BIEFERETBANR
7 ihEEMBENRHEES - BEABERTARR
ERTH EZBTA - MSIFHARE - BRIESERS -
BB EZICABREIRAINILIERE - ERTRERE
o

ESHETaE | 180 RVESHNABEKZRELNG
2. DESEERR [RERISEFEEARKERE - 11
BREPZEA - BRSENRERER - RIEEIN
RUG B3R » BEERB LIERVHERIERM - EEERS|
FEBEAEL - BEELBD E—BERAXEREAR
B <

NEED KRR - BEFHETRE - KEEITEE
ABERA » CIEREEIZAERD - IBEMES » FE AL
ZEIRRIEXREEMREE T -[BrifiEEERRERE
T RSEMEFEA » HR—EMEXK <
MABRZRE IMEWLAD REREEN - BRI IEE
EXEZMERHE - £0 WML EEE RIRMWEMTRK
72 o T FIER SRR - 7EFR - TREBFBE
B5E  BRIEZEE - Bl TRANERE - #9
DINABRERBIRVEREENS - ISIEZIRE - HEHA
f#l - BABEKRARRECHERRE » BEEDE

Aboriginal Culture Integrated with
Management

Moved to the mountains from the city, Cheng makes
good use of his managerial talent here. With the beautiful
sceneries in this area, Cheng believes the only way to protect
what the Taroko ancestors have left behind is to utilize their
cultural spirit in the hotel management.

“Nothing is harder than getting started!” said Cheng as he
shared with us how he recruited Taroko employees. “Many
young tribal members have left the villages, thus only senior
members remain here. | started with pursuing their chief and
eventually hired his daughter. After this news spread, many
younger members returned, and that's how we started our
‘Taroko-only" employee structure.”

Cheng also said that rules are still required to regulate
the free-spirited Taroko members. Not being allowed to
chew betel nuts or consume alcohol or tobacco at work,
the workers have eventually become professional hotel staff.
“Our staff is entirely aboriginal with two exceptions, and one
of which is me.”

These Taroko members also get to express their skills
other than professional hotel management. “Each of
them is talented. Afterfinishing their work as the bellboy or
receptionist, they perform in our hotel's entertainment and
sing or play the instruments. They get to perform their own
music, and their outstanding performances always win
rounds of applause.”




Cover Story FEINE 27~

BRERNRKEEEXERZAIEESER - WA
O MEZREREMSLEFURNTE  BREHD
NARE > wE2RMEENRERAR - ERARE
R BRER/NEIBEAREBNSRE « WEKRBIVE
B~ NEEFESFFm - ERMEFIEF - IkE%EW
EE-ERREBMERE - ItH - BREREHZENE
it HARRERHEREMEMAERST » LA
OMRERKXERELSR > AAEE - HEEME
2 B0 RXW\EEBRERME 5B ELRE
B HEBFHUALS » IZEEERUERAZ
ERE -

EERE —HEEEE

WRDFEABENEANRELE » B0 REAES
BRIE - iR ERIENNA » BEMEZELR
B EAERXS TER—BEEE - B HHE
EIEERN » BE=REREZ  WESINMEEE
g RRBAWMN - REIRINEZE » TEERALLL
TLFETRVRE) -

D REBEEXNHEE  MeREXE  BFEE
B BEAMELD > ZUBRIKEE T —RE$
T HABEXL/REEEEZERERE DER
EEM=mMAVHEE -

1. BRESPIERERS » A= RERBMRAVIL /

= iE
EaE

The interior of the hotel is full of the works by
aboriginal artists / by Chi-hao Huang

2. NEET A ERRE » RITEHFEILE &

ZLWM / WAD 2

The cozy and elegant furnishing makes the
visitors relax and enjoy the woods / provided

by Leader Village Taroko

The hotel is decorated with Taroko culture. Leader
Village Taroko is designed to be a mountain village in
peace, and the independent cottage is rich in aboriginal
culture. What is delightful to see is that from ceiling
lamps to paintings and wood sculptures in the lobby,
they are all hand-made, turning this place into a museum
of aboriginal art. Moreover, the food served here is top-
notch. Besides aboriginal cooking and local ingredients,
the aboriginal chef in Leader Village Taroko has combined
local cooking with Western elements, and Cheng has
named this house-specialty “A Boar Visiting the Eiffel
Tower,” which surprises the guests with its flavor more
than its name does.

All Lights Off for the Star Show

Leader Village Taroko's surprises do not stop here.
Cheng also came up with the bold move that at 8pm,
all the lights in the hotel are turned off, and guests are
encouraged to walk out the hotel and gaze upon the
stars, much like what people often do in camping or
summer activities. What the uncontaminated sky offers
here is truly beyond word.

Cheng leaves opulence behind and joins the aboriginal
culture. With the love for nature and land, he has
established a place in the mountains for visitors as well as
an integration of national park management, tourism, and
cultural preservation.

3 RRXIE  MAEEER /A0 EH
Aboriginal Culture Integrated with Management
/ provided by Leader Village Taroko

4 BEHEEFESTEL - SZTRENRREAR
fB2HA / WO 12
The visitors having fun with the hotel staff and
enjoying the aboriginal culture / provided by
Leader Village Taroko
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Aboriginal

Mountain Ranger

Yushan National Park
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The equipments of mountain area are the project which patrols should
: perambulate too. The picture is Mabolasih Cabin.
/ by Wun-ke Tsai
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his mountain is home to the aboriginals. After

becoming a national park, the traditional way of life
here has been subtly changed with the national park and
wild life preservation regulations. Huan-shan Tribe is an
example since it is a symbol of aboriginals protecting
nature, and so is Leader Village Taroko as it is a symbol
of the development of aboriginal cultural tourism. There
are many more aboriginals in Taiwan's mountains who
dedicate themselves to protecting nature with their
strength and talents. These people are known as the
aboriginal mountain ranger.

Yuan-yuan Lin's father is an outstanding Bunun
hunter, with whom Lin had hunted and learned about
the mountains. In 1987, Lin led a group of researchers
into Ching-yue Trail. His brilliant sense as a hunter helps
him completely grasp the landscape, which sometimes
cannot even be tamed by the most sophisticated
gadgets. Afterwards, Lin was recruited as Yushan
National Park's mountain ranger. The hunter thus
transformed into a conservation specialist.
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Mountain patrol works all the years. It is the landscape of snow of Paiyun Lodge. / by Wun-ke Tsai

As a mountain ranger, Lin still passes on his culture and
the codes of hunters, and has never forgotten his father's
teaching nor love for nature. This brave Bunun soul had
some inner conflicts with the identity as a mountain ranger,
but what is left now is integration and transformation. One
story Lin is known for is his assistance for Dr. Mei-hsiu Huang
in the study of Ursus thibetanus formosanus.

In 1999, the 4-year “Ursus thibetanus formosanus Study”
unfolded in YSNP. The factors behind the successful
conclusion of this study were not only the researchers’
hard work but also this Bunun hunter who has only finished
elementary school.

CLAN
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During the study, the researchers had to capture a
Ursus thibetanus formosanus and release it after putting on
a tracking collar around its neck. This was an impossible
mission for people raised in cities, thus Lin utilized his talents
as a Bunun hunter and helped the researchers place traps
and automatic infrared cameras. He fully understands
animals' tracks and seasonal food source, and he can
even mimic the sound of boars and goats to attract Ursus
thibetanus formosanus. At the encounter, he maintained poise
as a hunter and quickly anesthetized the bear.

Bunun Tribe disallows the hunt for Ursus thibetanus
formosanus, and Lin's effort shows a new way for the
conflicts between aboriginal traditions and national park
policies to be resolved and turned to good use.

ARFEEMREANMAT / IRERH
(right) Lin in the traditional Bunun hunter attire. / provided by Lin
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Lin has participated in Ursus thibetanus formosanus research that went smoothly thanks to his knowledge with
the bards and mountains. / provided by YSNP
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Lin and researchers of Ursus thibetanus formosanus. / provided by Lin
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The walls in Lin's house are full of the valuable photos taken by him in the woods during different missions /

by Chi-hao Huang



FERKUBERRLAEZH » BEETESHIM
i - MRDRRSEEREETE » R EREMH
REBRARBENELSRHEE » AEBRAEGRNE
EIRERBRRY S EE - BT B AR TR A BE XA LAY R
TR » BARSERREEE - BAEABRREE
EMIE » W B AGEBMENLETSE » NETHZF
FEE  BLEEEZERISNVEAE - BRD T HFIRY
78D SWEHRTLL ~ BEEL ? BRIFRE T B ~ i
BT !

78 BRIEERARKRFNREREFMA
HTIELERI - BEHIWER » FEESRERNE
EREEEREMIKE ~ BIEHE  BEMESZEIE
NTEARERNESKEEEE » FHEBILRES
BEMNEE » $EHRIITHNRERME » BIR
EABHAREESERNELRIERE  LERY - BE
ISR A RREH BB ~ BRI - BRE
HABABENBIREEN - WEEHEHSHEAL
! KHEEE - O

Cover Story HIERE 2207007

Aboriginal mountain patrols are critical in national park
efforts. Besides the Ursus thibetanus formosanus project, Lin
has also helped many history scholars to go into Lakulaku
river area and examine trails left behind by Bununs during
Japanese dominance. Other aboriginal hunters are working
as ecological tour guides, mountain ranger, or research
assistants. Even though they are not in high-level job
positions or are just working part-time, it is nevertheless
impossible to be close to, not to mention study, the
mountains without them!

However, there is still room for improvement in terms
of the percentage of aboriginals working in national
parks. There are jobs that require their special skills,
including patrolling and search rescue, trail repair, and
mark-recapture studies. These tasks call for aboriginals’
invaluable experience and wisdom, and to these people,
manifesting the tribal culture is not just about firing a rifle
and hunting animals. What these hunters can also offer us
is their spirit, culture, and the love for nature that is like a
powerful, ever-lasting tribal song.
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