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Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park, Australia
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The Mystic Giant Rock
The beautiful “Uluru-Kata Tjuta Park”

located in the center of Australia is home to a
huge, mountain-like rock sitting on a grand, red
sand desert. What is interesting about it is that
it is known as “Ayers Rock” and “Uluru” at
the same time, and these two names that are
completely unrelated to each other give this rock
another puzzling feature.
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A close-up of the giant rock that is too big to
be completely seen here. / by Jones Hsu
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In 1873, European explorer William Gosse saw this
huge rock from afar and mistook it for a mountain.
After realizing its true identity, Gosse named it after
the governor-general of southern Australian colonies,
Henry Anyers. In fact, way before European settlers
arrived in Australia; this giant rock has been towering
on this red sand land for tens of millions of years and
was a symbol of Australian aboriginals' traditions and
mystical powers. The aboriginals at that time were

“Anangu” and “Uluru” means “a place with water
and caves” in their language. The caves and wind
tunnels at the bottom of the rock were gathering
centers for the aboriginals, and to this day fascinating
native wall paintings are still found here that depict
different objects, events, and records of meetings.

According to scientists, Amadeus Basin was
squeezed by an orogeny about 600 million years
ago, and the undersea mountain ranges formed two
alluvial fans, which were then pushed out of the sea
surface by an orogeny about 300 million years. One
is the Uluru that stands at a 90 angle, and the other
is the Kata Tjuta that stands at a 20 angle. After ages
of weathering, they form the independent rock groups
we see today. To the Anangus, these two places are
more than ecological products — they are the remain of
the Anangu ancestors' energy after years of war and
creation of mountains and rivers. In other words, these
rocks are not just their mystical history but also their
respect for their ancestors.

Integration of Traditional Beliefs and
Modern Management

Foreign visitors started visiting Uluru in the 1930s,
and roads and airports were also completed in
1950s. In order to develop and manage tourists
more efficiently, the colonial government imposed
mandatory assimilation policies on the aboriginals. In
1975, the Australian government passed national park
and wild life regulations that put more limitations on
the aboriginals, including the ban of hunting, gathering
woods, or visiting Uluru, and their villages were also
invaded by tourists without their approval.

The aboriginals started a long-term land war with
the government, which then officially return the land
rights to the former in 1985 and signed a 99-year land
lease with the new aboriginal land owners in order to
continue the national park policies and management.
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Consisted mostly of aboriginals, the administration
committee changed the past situations and now works
towards future collaborations that require trust. Soon
afterwards, aboriginals and non-aboriginals formed councils
to work with each other. To the former, joint management
is a channel that allows them to form collaborations among
the conflicts between traditional ethnics and modern
management, and has acknowledged the importance
of cultural and ecological diversity as well as the use of
traditional knowledge. Aboriginal resources and ecological
culture got to live on and development, and these people's
hard work is also winning respect from outsiders.

In Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park, tourists are very well
taken care of, and aboriginal sacred grounds are fenced
with notices that keep tourists from damaging them. Based
on the advice from the aboriginals, this park has tourist
trails that keep them from entering aboriginal communities
without approval; however, tourists can learn about the
aboriginal way of life in the local cultural center in a more
efficient manner. The reason why the national park's
ecosystems can be managed effectively is because the
aboriginals' accumulated, thousands of years of experience
of the local ecosystems are combined with scientific
knowledge and instruments. This allows the local land
management to sustain eco-diversity, and the management
model of which is also being learned by other countries.
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Under this win-win model for both the national park and
aboriginals, the rights and culture of the latter are preserved,
while the former provides job opportunities and income.
Those who have worked here said that the aboriginals in
Uluru-Kata Tjuta are probably the wealthiest ones in the
world.

Home Combined with Park

Since the purpose of any national park is to preserve wild
life, aboriginals are found in almost all of the national parks
worldwide. This is why the problems encountered by the
aboriginals in Uluru-Kata Tjuta are experienced by those
in other countries, who are studying the experience of the
former.

Prof. Ying-hsi Cheng in Graduate Institute of Ecotourism,
NUTN, stated that some of the aboriginal tribes in Yushan
National Park are preserved whereas those outside the park
boundary are not. The protected ones have kept the original
looks, but the ones not having the protection have been
turned into tourists attractions that look drastically different.

In Taiwan, the establishment of national parks has drawn
resistance from the aboriginals. Chen stated that the
resistance is not about survival but traditional festivities,
hunting, preservation of traditional houses and land,
and people's rights. After interacting with them, Chen
discovered that the aboriginals are very tenacious with the
land issue, and they will not leave their land just because
the government provides them with money or better living
arrangements.
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In the desert of Uluru-Kata Tjuta, even withered trees have their unique beauty. / by Jones Hsu
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Mankind and nature reach a state of equilibrium in Uluru-Kata Tjuta. / by Jones Hsu
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The rock with the last ray of sunlight No matter how dazzling the colors on the photo are, they are nowhere as
exciting as the real thing / by Jones Hsu
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The famous giant rock. / by Jones Hsu

Hsu

To the aboriginals, national parks are there for the sake
of natural preservation; however, they indeed mind the
fact that they are being driven out of their homes because
of the national park policy. In fact, the story of Uluru-Kata
Tjuta shows us that aboriginals have the most love for
land. Chen said that we should look at the issue from the
ecotourism perspective and let nature and aboriginal culture
stay together. Tourists should be asked to adapt to the local
environment instead of asking aboriginals to perform and
entertain the former. Services provided by aboriginals would
have the most financial benefits, but environmental issues
should still be solved. Today's national park policies often fail
to notice aboriginals' needs.

If national park systems and administration could include
more aspects that require aboriginals' skills and integration
of tourism and ecological conservation, efforts required
to solve relevant issues would be streamlined instead of
having to consult local nationhood leaders, national park
administrations, or aboriginal chiefs.
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The afternoon sunshine casts upon the rock, giving it a golden. The color changes frequently and attracts tourists. / by Jones
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Chen also points out a common problem when aboriginals
join national park administrations. Since aboriginals are often
raised in areas that lack educational resources, only a few
can enter the management level. However, Taiwan's national
parks require governmental entrance examinations. We
should consider adjusting the existing system to allow some
aboriginals who fully know the natural environment work
in national parks. In addition, Taiwan has many aboriginal
tribes each with their distinct culture. By learning from Uluru-
Kata Tjuta, we see that Taiwan's aboriginals need to reach a
consensus first.

Harmonic Coexistence of Beautiful Sceneries
and Civilization

Uluru-Kata Tjuta has become an excellent example of
collaboration between national parks and aboriginal, and its
grand sceneries attract large numbers of tourists everyday
who walk to the north side of Anyers Rock and capture the
beautiful sunrise with their cameras.

At the first ray of the sun, Anyers Rock stands against the
blue sky and shows a dazzling color with a slight orange
hue. With the changing angles of sunlight, Anyers Rock puts
on different shows at different hours. This sacred rock of
Anangus has become one of the World Heritages in 1987. A
Japanese movie in 2004, “Call Loving in the Center of the
World,” was also filmed here, in which the rock was referred
to as “the center of the world.”

Many photographers travel here to capture images after
images of Anyer Rock's brilliant views. Uluru and Kata Tjuta,
the two beautiful, red legends, stand silently and guard the
red desert. They have witnessed mankind's interactions with
nature, received praises from the aboriginals and tourists,
manifested mind-boggling sceneries, and absorbed the
impacts from the pulse of civilizations.
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Graduated from the school of urban and regional
planning, Technical University of Berlin, Prof. Chen is
currently work as an assistant professor in Graduate
Institute of Ecotourism, NUTN.

Chen specializes in urban/regional planning and
ecotourism, and has worked as the president of Taiwan
Sustainable Ecotourism and participated in ecological
projects in Chilan and Mingchi forest recreation areas and
Shen-mu-yuan Area.

In 2006, Chen and Wang Chen-hong participated in
Cross Strait Recreation Tourism Development Seminar and
worked on the topic of “Developing Aboriginal Community

in Ecotourism — A Study of Da-ma-luan Tribe.”
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