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Guarding the Heart Zone of Taiwan
A Pilgrimage through Central Mountain Ecological Corridor

EREHIR X Interview & Text / §BFEIE Wan-ching Lai  $5BIR%ES Special thanks to / EEEFF N AERIZ R Wen-long Xu, Deputy Director-
general of CPA ~ BIEIZR /A E#EERMZEEFSTAE Yi-ye Lin, Chief of National Parks Division  &H:Z Translator / £5%18 Chun-yi Cheng
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ecently, the mountains in Taiwan have drawn a lot of
Rattention.

The glorious return of the “Atunas Seven Summits
Expedition Team” has aroused a fervor for mountain-climbing,
and Mt. Jade has so far headed into the 28 finalists in the vote
for the New 7 Wonders of the World.

Mt. Jade is not as magnificent in height as Mt. Everest,
neither is it as unique in shape as Mt. Fuji or Vesuvius. Yet
its unique features include biodiversity, accessibility, the
Batongguan Historic Trail, and the aboriginal cultural sites.

The exceptional features of Mt. Jade remind us that
mountains are God.s gifts to Taiwan. Yet without proper
protection, human damage could make the beauty gone,
which would be a great loss to us and to the world.

Take Environmental Protection Seriously In The
Aftermath of Typhoon

During the production of this issue of NPQ, a medium
typhoon Morakot rampaged through Taiwan, causing
devastating floods and mudslides that were the worst in fifty
years of the island's history. The precipitation in Kaohsiung
and Pingtung alone totaled to 2,400 mm in two days, just as
much as that of the entire Taiwan for a whole year on average.
The floods had destroyed numerous forests and bridges,
while the mudslides had devoured half of the island. By the
deadline for the printing of this issue, 126 people have been
killed and 61 missing, and the loss in agriculture has reached
NT$12.632,000. The sudden and destructive floods have
aroused serious domestic concerns toward the exploitation
of land and the fragmentation of ecological environment,
and people's rethinking on the importance of revitalization
and protection of national land. Under this backdrop, it is
particularly meaningful to talk about the construction and value
of CMEC.

“The Central Mountains are the ‘spine' of Taiwan,” opens
up Deputy Director-general of Construction and Planning
Agency, Wen-long Xu. “A man won't be all right without a
healthy spine. If the spine of Taiwan loses its forests or water
resources, the land will then disintegrate.”

In 2000, high mountain forests, natural reserves, wildlife
reserves and national parks in Central Mountain Range were
integrated into a 300-km continuous green corridor, which
protects the wholeness of ecological environment and reduces
the degradation in biodiversity brought by the fragmentation
of eco-environment. Judging from the area effect, edge effect,
distant effect and connection effect in island biogeography,
artificial division of eco-system and fragmentation of habitats
should be avoided, and a larger area of eco-system, shorter
distance between two habitats, and a closer link among various
habitats could result in a better unity and integrity of the eco-
system and foster its stable and sustainable functioning.
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The Central Mountain Ecological Corridor is abundant in precious animal
and plant resources. The picture above is Chatianshan Nature Reserve. /
by Chi-hsue Wu
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The distribution of Central Mountain Ecological Corridor (CMEC)

Besides its merits in ecological conservation, the
establishment of this CMEC would also help reserve water
resources.

Because the Central Mountains lie north-south, with
many of them higher than 3,000m, plus the fact that our
territory is narrow and long, most rivers in Taiwan flow
rapidly east-west into the Pacific Ocean and the Taiwan
Strait respectively.

“Building reservoirs does not really help keep the
water resources; instead, we should focus more on the
management of catchment areas, the utilization of water
resources, and the limit on the development of land
resources,” says Xu earnestly. “If we can fully protect
the island.s three major axes —the Central Mountains, the
Coastal Mountains, and the coastal wetlands, so that their
functions of conserving water is fully brought out, then we
may solve the problem of water permanently.”

So the “Central Mountain Ecological Corridor” (CMEC)
was established to restore the land, conserve water
resources, and preserve unique species. It is a project
starting from the 1960s.

Chief Yi-ye Lin of the National Parks Division feels a
special bond to the Corridor.  “Since the 1960s, |.ve often
gone into the mountains and through the whole corridor
step by step to conduct resource investigations.”
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The sunset and clouds of Guanshan / by Jin-yuan Dai

In 1983, Lin participated in a related project of
CPA and has since been bonded with national
parks. Before that, he had already conducted
investigations in deep mountains for nearly 20
years.

The ecological protected area is initially planned
to start from Chatian Mountain to Dawu Mountain,
connecting Chatianshan Nature Reserve (NR), Qilan
Major Wildlife Habitat (MWH), Shei-Pa National
Park, Taroko NP, Danda MWH, Yuli Wildlife Reserve,
Yushan NP, Guanshan MWH, Chuyunshan NR, and
Shuangguihu MWH.

“Connecting these major reserves plus 11 others
makes an ecological corridor 300km long from the
north to south,” explains Lin.

There are primitive resources of many kinds in
this green corridor. A large area of primitive forests
grow in Chatian Mountain; representative plants
include Fagus hayatae, Pleione formosaana hayata,
and Enkianthus perulatus Schneider. There are also
rare and unusual Rhododendron hyperythrum Hay
groups. Endangered birds include Lophura swinhoii
and Strix leptogrammica.
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Chuyunshan NR also enjoys rich wildlife resources and
well- maintained coniferous, mixed, and broad-leaved
forests. Among many other rare plants, it also has an
exceptional broad-leaved tree Trochodendron aralioides,
which has a feature belonging to conifers: “tracheid”
. Dawushan NR, on the other hand,has Amentotaxus
formosana, indicator species likes kawakami
Tanoak(Lithocarpus kawakamii), Taxus sumatrana
(Mig.) de Laub.etc, endangered species likes Chinensis
otter (Lutra lutra chinensis Gray), Neofelis nebulosa
brachyuran etc.

“Among the countries with similar elevation, only
Taiwan has such a diverse eco-system, which is a sterling
eco-education paradigm.”

The necessity of constructing CMEC lies in its cruciality
to Taiwan. Frequent commercial activities have resulted
in the fragmentation of living creature habitats and mass
disappearance of species. Fortunately, conservation
concepts have been gradually valued in recent years, and
the construction of CMEC can thus take shape.
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Many rare wild animals can be observed in the Central Mountain
Ecological Corridor. The picture above is a Formosan Serow,
Naemorhedus swinhoei, eating Shell-flower, Alpinia formosana / by Jia-
xin Li
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Rare plant Ta|wan Pleione, Pleione formosana Hayata / by Jin-yuan Dai
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Mountain study should be performed step by step. It usually takes one
month a time in the mountains to record local ecological recources.
/Photo provided by Yi-ye Lin
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“In the past, people also viewed mountains
as a treasure, but they procured profits by mere
exploitation. Now only after the loss of forests has
resulted in serious washing away of our land have we
gradually realized the importance of conservation.”

The CMEC, for one thing, helps establish a
comprehensive reserve eco-system and prohibit
improper development; for another, it maintains
biodiversity and the species gene pool, provides
research and education environment, and increases
job opportunities.

“Doing so not only counteracts the negative
impacts from the past, but encourages ecotourism
and promotes conservation concepts.”

Xu, who has visited many noted national parks in
the world, gave us an example. “The Everglades
NP located in Florida is the only subtropical reserve
in North America. Abundant in birds, it is also the
only place where crocodiles and alligators coexist. It
is a World Heritage Site, an International Biosphere
Reserve, and a Wetland of International Importance.
No development is undertaken there. Before entering
the park, visitors have to apply repellent all over their
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The natural beauty can be sustained only by designating the land as nature conservation area. The photo
above is Rainbow Lake / Photo provided by Yi-ye Lin

body because of swarms of mosquitoes; however, it is
illegal to kill mosquitoes, which maintain the ecological
balance!”

“In Everglades, people get bitten by mosquitoes
easily, yet no one dares to kill them. People enjoy
their time here, for in this protected area, crocodiles
are seen bathing in the sun and pelican frolicking
everywhere,” laughs Xu.

If the small-scale swamp ecosystem needs such
preservation, so much more shall be done to the
forests in Taiwan for the sake of sustainability.

“To preserve nature, prohibition or penalty shouldn't
be the only measure taken. The best policy will be
giving visitors the opportunities to experience the
beauty,” says Xu.

The mountains and forests that penetrate Formosa,
an island whose name means “beauty,” are not only
the “spine” of this country, but the source for the
continuity of species and sustainable development.
At the time when we are hailing Mt. Jade and
our successful mountaineers, let.s not forget our
responsibility to guard the heart zone of Taiwan.
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In Taiwan,the mountains and forests are not only the “spine” of this country, but the source for the continuity of species and sustainable
development. / by Elwynn

OB AR “EBEERE ? What is CMEC?
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The Central Mountain Ecological Corridor connects the mountain forests, nature reserves and national parks of Central

Mountains. It is 300-km long and its area is about one-sixth of Taiwan.

EiREIELLREER ? What protected area are included?
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There are already Chatianshan Nature Reserve (NR), SPNP, TNP, YSNP, Yuli Wildlife Reserve, Chuyunshan NR,
Shuangguihu NR, and Dawushan NR. More national parks will be established in the future to fill in the gaps of the corridor
to further protect major wildlife habitats.

IV ERIZEREIT Profile of Wen-long Xu, Deputy Director-general of CPAMI
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y L BA and MS of the School of Forestry, NTU. Xu had been Director of TNPH, YSNPH, KNPH, Section
Chief of National Parks Division, CPAMI, Chief of YMSNPH.
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Lin had been Technical Specialist (TS) of the Aerial Survey Team, Forestry Bureau, TS of Taipei Feitsui Reservoir,
Chief of KNPH, Section Chief, TS, Deputy Chief of National Parks Division, CPAMI, Deputy Director of KNPH.
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