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Half-century Passion,
Five-thousand-km Journey
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Hsia-hsiung Wu, A Photographer That Tells Stories Through His Lens

BREZ MBI EHKR » MESTERN o Hsia-hsiung Wu, an ardent mountaineer and
EEEEE - 1060 » SIS —WEL  H5E photc?graphgr, moulntam climbing is a perfect
combination of his hobbies. In 1962 when he was a
¥ [=a=} =5+
BB EEFHSERLELT senior high school senior, he took his first trip to the Mt.
T8  AREITHVAE T 2088 o (RIS - ST Jade without any professional equipment but casual
e . - jeans and an ordinary a camera. For half a century since
B - EMANEEBSVLE @y 30R - v
then, he has used it to take as many photos as he could
IS while climbing mountains.
BBERE  EBEENRBEEEESE - ARLES Strictly spealfing, he blegar? photographing much
AEENYRES  SEETABSE - SRS earlier than he did mountaineering. Wu's father was an
b & = archive committee member in Tainan County and often
ENIRTRE - EEEMEH - THIM - BRFEER performed field work, and Wu would follow him with
ERTENRHREIRAE » BBGE - a camera, and take photos when his father didn't pay
attention to him.
=¥=b38 .
'?‘HI;F% Beautiful Scenery Doesn't Come Easy
ER WEFEMER  SWEFEFEIT - Al It is much harder to take good pictures in high
ELIREEERES(LIIELE , ZREEBANGES mountains than on plains. Not everyone has enough
N e e vigor to go up to the mountains even if light equipment
EI  @REPE - WEHE - KE—ERSHNEE o O °
is provided. In early days, a tent alone would be a real
o BMANEEEEIVE[T » BRlREEIHA heavy burden for climbers, not to mention having to
ERAM SRR SERO SRR carry a professional camera. Wu had experienced all

this difficult times and remembered it in detail.
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BREDIES Interview & Text/ EEEat& Jia-jun Lan  HFBIRREH Special thanks to/ SIS XA BB ETESRIEMSTE Hsia-hsiung WU, the BREBIENEME  REAHRNSE IREPL
first director of Taiwan Alpine Culture Association — #&5% Photographer/ RE7f Hsia-hsiung Wu  &#:Z Translator/ 585¥H James Chang The photo was taken in Mt. Everest base camp. The rock piles in the distance mourn the death of the
climbers killed in mountain accidents.
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Wauling Farm at the foot of Tao Mountain is tranquil and appealing.
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The red grassland of Daocheng Township, Sichuan Province.
The spectacle appears for only about ten days each autumn and
always attracts many photographers each year.

What is all such toil for? Wu said that beautiful scenery
doesn't come easy and only cameras can catch its glory,
and share it with the public. Since alpine air is thin and
the temperature is low, the viewfinder will be covered with
mist by human breaths, so one must gently breathe while
photographing. It's a complicated process from taking
out the equipment to pressing the shutter. Thus, only
impressive views could urge him to stop and catch the
wonderful moment.

Stories in the Mountains

Wu is an outstanding architect. The training of
architecture equipped him with solid knowledge of lighting
and composition. The emphasis of his works is not placed
on beauty and romance but on realistic description. He
especially adores remote mountain areas where nature
landscapes and distinctive minority tribes coexist. In Wu's
photos, there is an integrated world combining nature and
culture, which enriches the stories in his photos.
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The epic main ridge of the Nengao Mountain Trail.

Among his works on display, there are two representative
photos. One is about the hike to the base camp in Mt.
Everest. Without abundant experiences and skills, it's
impossible to catch the detailed beauty of the snow on the
Khumbu Glacier in Nepal. Wu was especially impressed
by the view of the rock piles in the distance. To pious
mountaineers, Mt. Everest is their Mecca; however, the
pilgrimage route is so crisis-stricken that the victims' bodies
cannot even be found. The rock piles were set up not only
to memorize the victims but to remind human to be humble
in the presence of nature.

The Journey to Mystic Place

The other one is about the journey to Shangri-la. In the
novel Lost Horizon, Shangri-la is a mysterious and peaceful
place away from the turmoil of the world. In China, the
sceneries of Lijiang, Zhongdian, and Daocheng Yading are
similar to what is described about Shangri-la. Although the
exact location is unconfirmed, people have been urged to
seek their dream land. Wu spent five years traveling 5000
kilometers through Sichuan, Yunnan, and Guizhou to visit
local tribes such as Naxi, Miao, Tong, Bai, and Mosuo to
experience their kindness and appreciate local buildings.

EMRFEINAEANRE - IEREHAERE N HHREE)
HEIRMBE -

Wu captures with his lens the images that present the
cultures and customs of local ethnic groups.
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Luoshui Village on Lake Lugu, Yunnan Province, has beautiful scenery of lakes and mountains.
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It's not difficult to find that in spite of limited goods and
materials, people living in the mountains know how to
cherish what they have and live in harmony with nature,
and thus lead a simple but happy life.

Now in his sixties, Wu still goes climbing with his
old Germany-made camera. The air in the mountains
refreshes his spirit and motivates him to keep
mountaineering and photographing to record every
touching moment of the world.

Afterword

Hsia-hsiung Wu has been in the field of photography for
over a decade, and his works feature beauty of the world
and the charm of Taiwan. Wu prepared many of his works
to share with the readers, but his home in southern Taiwan
was affected by typhoon Morakot and he couldn't find the
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The terraced fields of Ninglang, Yunnan Province, in autumn.
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Looking up at Mt. Yang Mai Yong from the Luorong Ranch.of Sichuan:Provinee;we
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SEMEERMT Profile of Mr. Hsia-hsiung Wu

can see the snow-capped mountain'exhibiting the: purity-of.a virgin:

positive films in time. The selfless Wu is now devoted to the
rescue work in the affected areas. It is our sincere hope that
we can share with the readers some of his more precious
works in the future, and that Taiwan can recover from the
devastation and exhibit once again the very breathtaking
beauty that we see in the photos.
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As one of the first graduates of Department of Architecture, Chinese Culture University, Wu

founded Hwa Kang Mountaineering Association. In addition to architecture, he also adores and
specializes in mountaineering and photography. Once awarded the 4th Chinese Outstanding
Architect Award, he used to be the director of Taiwan Alpine Culture Association and the
director of Tainan County Photography Association. Currently in charge of an architect's office,
he is also the editor-in-chief of the Alpine Magazine. He wishes to “see architecture as a
lifetime occupation, mountaineering a lifelong career, and photography a life mission.” Wu has
made distinguished contributions to the development of mountaineering culture in Taiwan.




