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hinking the Promotion of Taiwan’s

1B text / EIESE Yueh-wen Huang, Ph.D.
EJJ5Z Translator / BRFES Kuan-yu Ou

cotourism has arguably been the most widely
Ediscussed issue in tourism for the past two
decades. With a marked rise of the term in the mid
and late 1980s, ecotourism has been hoped by
conservationists to alter the negative effects brought
by traditional mass tourism, and even more highly
anticipated by sociologists to transform local societies
to create a global society of ecotourism. It is seen by
the tourism industry as an emerging lucrative product
of sightseeing while viewed by the public sector as a
means to spur regional and economic development.
With over a hundred definitions and various
expectations given to it, ecotourism is no doubt a hot
topic for debate.

Such multiplicity in its meaning and diversity in its
interpretation have brought hopes as well as worries.
With different imaginations and respective ways of
engagement by various circles, some successes in
promoting ecotourism have indeed been achieved in
parts of the world, while some failures have also been
incurred due to the disparity in the understanding
between policy makers and executors, which had
once happened in Taiwan's promotion of ecotourism.

Inspired by a global trend of ecotourism in the
90s and fueled by vehement discussions among the
academia and public sector, Taiwan's ecotourism
had a quick start and had been actively engaged by
the Tourism Bureau in the 21st century. Limited by
some political and economic factors, an ideal vision
of ecotourism had been integrated into part of the
“Doubling Tourist Arrivals Plan” to spur the economy
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But appropriate management needs to be put in place first. The picture shows a spring view of Mt. Hehuan N. Peak. / Photo Provided by Taroko
National Park Headquarters, taken by Chenju Lin
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and its focus has been turned to tour arrangement
and marketing. A meteoric rise of bed & breakfast
inns and the overwhelming amount of tourists had
posted grave challenges to the environment and local
communities while Tourism Bureau, with little land
management expertise, could hardly prevent “the
paving of paradise” from happening.

The out-of-control situation was then handed
down in 2004 to national park administrations,
well-experienced in conservation, to solve. The
administrations had hoped to select a few well-
qualified sites as examples for promotion, with a vision
of creating a society of ecotourism. But the inertia that
relies on elite authority to make decisions had made
those sites with least resources, rather than those with
the greatest potential, become priority choices, and
the selection process had been like a tug of war for
resources. Besides, as top policy-makers welcomed
as many sites as possible, and the given time for
assistance and guidance work was short and brief, the
result had been much less than satisfactory. Also, lack
of subsidies and of authoritative power to certify those
selected sites had resulted in constant complaints
from local communities selected for promaotion.
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The predicaments faced by the two agencies
mentioned above in promoting ecotourism resulted
largely from lack of a panoramic view shared by all
stakeholders, including not just local residents but top
elites as well. Thus, reconstruction and rethinking on a
unified concept of ecotourism is truly necessary. The
Ecotourism White Paper (2004) defines ecotourism
as “a form of tourism that occurs in natural areas,
with a focus on conservation and an ultimate goal
of sustainability,” similar to the definition by The
International Ecotourism Society (TIES):  “responsible
travel to natural areas that conserves the environment
and improves the well-being of local people.” But
the 2004 White Paper falls short in elaborating on the
“industry chain” of ecotourism and in clarifying the myth
of the incompatibility between ecotourism and mass
tourism. Judging from the definitions provided by TIES
and others, the discussions on ecotourism in Taiwan
focus mainly on the familiar “ELP” - an integration
of all 3 aspects: ecology (environment), life (society and
culture), and production (economy). Here I'd like to add
to the system Pam Wight's Sustainable Ecotourism
Values and Principles Model (1993), which may well fit
into Taiwan's current mindset toward ecotourism as a
facilitative reference for comprehensively considered
ecotourism.

A combination of the TIES's and the definitions by the
local Eco-tourism White Book and Wight's framework,,
6 conclusions on the concept of ecotourism can
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Taiwan national parks are not ordinary tourist spots — they are
the centers of land restoration, ecological conservation, and
environmental education./Photo provided by Yueh-wen Huang

besides individuals, mini tour groups (no more than
20 persons) arranged by travel agencies are also
welcome, with locals as interpreters reminding tourists
of the responsibilities to cherish the environment.
Third, locally characteristic lodging and food (or even
eco-hotels) will be provided to present local features
and conserve energy. Fourth, local hosts will treat
tourists with geniality, offering them diverse traveling
experiences. They should also learn to encourage
tourist consumption in local areas by providing
locally characteristic B&Bs, cuisines, souvenirs and
produce. Satisfaction among tourists will lead to
their repeated visits. Fifth, the planning of ecotourism
calls for the involvement of local communities and
respects their opinions. So community empowerment
plays an essential role in equipping communities with
knowledge, ability and power to develop ecotourism.
Sixth, ecotourism shouldn't be necessarily separated
from mass tourism. Successful eco-tourism, through
the imperceptible ecological interpretation service,
may possibly change tourists' view as well as their
behaviors toward sightseeing!
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Huang was born in Lugang, Zhanghua, and grew up in Zhugian. With a Ph.D. in
geography at National Taiwan University, he had passed the higher civil service exam for
natural conservation and landscape planning, and had worked as Technician, Specialist,
and Technical Specialist at Yangmingshan National Park and Construction and Planning
Agency. Currently he is an associate professor at the Department of Tourism in Shih Hsin

University, and teaches “Introduction to National Parks,” “Eco-tourism,”  “Qualitative
Research Method,”  “Tourism Development and Global Localization,”  “Recreational
Real Estate,” etc. His research interest and specialties include research on sustainable
development of local tourism, configural analysis of the system and space of national
parks, construction of eco-tourism model in aboriginal tribes, political-economic analysis of
recreational space and policies, research on regional differences in tourism culture, etc.

be drawn. First, it sure will contain a tour to natural
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areas (rich in eco-resources) to help tourists know
more about local eco-system and culture. Second,
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