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Driven by a Cause to Cherish
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Behind the Scenes of Ecological Documentaries of National Parks
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he blockbuster “Avatar” impresses its audience with
Tits magnificent scenes and has become the highest-
grossing film ever. It appears that the new battleground for
commercial films has become one of special effects.

By contrast, however, there are always some fellows
who persistently carry heavy cameras along and defy all
difficulties just to capture an astonishing scene, so that
those viewing the pictures could appreciate the profound
ideas the photographers intend to convey through the
precious images.

Flocks of Gray-faced Buzzard (Butastur indicus) forming
“pillars of eagles,” Formosan black bears (Ursus thibetanus
formosanus) peeking through the trees, the spectacle of
corals spawning in the deep blue sea are just some of the
transient moments that patiently waiting photographers
capture following hundreds of observations.

Harmless Human Presence

In Feb. 2009, with Mr. Yuan-yuan Lin, a seasoned park
ranger of YSNP and guide of the Black Bear Conservation
Group, renowned eco-documentary director Mr. Chin-yuan
Ke and his team visited Dafen on the east of the Central
Mountain Range for the hometown of Formosan black
bears.

From Nov. to Jan., Formosan black bears gather in
Dafen. In order not to disturb the bears peeking them afar,
the photographers took small steps on cranky mountain
roads with heavy cameras so that they wouldn't miss any
precious fleeting scene.
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Finding a view is not easy, you have to climb mountains or go to the sea. But to capture the ‘ ] | g . " J
precious scenery, it is worthwhile no matter how difficult. / Photo provided by Li-Lo W N W )
. )
& - y



ER STORY

TUERAEUE 1996 FRAKETHNRERE - &
RE/\VEERVEERD IR - BIAKAERINERLERE
i - EZ 2004 £ ~ 2008 82 2009 T2 Bl IEEI B A&/ )\
FEHIRREERCE - TERMTAENTHNRESLHE
TTHVERE °

Ao DEANEERBELNERBIEKESREA
TRL - REFRBRABERMDEZREESM

FE - FUERARKIIA 0 EI9BEE S ERERE
o BRARMBILE » EI9FEIE - 1998% 2000 F
B EREUBRARFTETHEIERMAY 15 EEEE » i

FABRIIRE 8 ERERAIEHMENES -

EREEBAEZRRENNR  BE2RESE
MBERERIRE - BRRAES - MIBRIGAIRGI= T
VRERNIDERRR - RRTEEMINEFRIE—PLIM
PERY > EEMEBENMPIEEIAEES ] -

TAP ) ERERENSEEHREREE » NETHM
OISR R ~ BEIDRERY I KIE » {ERTOALIE
BV BRRAERE - AE TR IFIET ARS
FINER » EABIE—X > BAIEERERLIER
BT R BB EESEEE IR TIE ?

HEE TEEE

BR T SLURVAEHEE SR EREEIRCRENER - 8
INVITEEZR A THAR - BTHPNE - U585
BREEER -

MFIFERBREFANVRAT » RASBATERN
EE? | BTERCARARBRESREIBERLRERY
BARVIERY » IRIBAVERE ©

FEUX - BEBEHEEALRERZESESIE
—HBIRSE ST BRAIMESIDEEEENEN
ZREIAE - ETERLRZERER - WEERE - H
HHRS - BEBZDEZM - SESTEREMEK -
TELUBRDENREBREEFE » MENSERE -

YSNP has initiated a field study on black bears since 1996
for fear of the extinction of the bears. Fortunately in 2004,
2008 and 2009, images of mother bears carrying her cubs
were captured, bringing a relief to the concerns that the
bears had ceased breeding.

However, ruthless killings still sadden conservationists.
Assistant Professor of the Institute of Wildlife Conservation of
NPUST, Ms. Mei-hsiu Hwang noted that an annual average
of 5 and 3 black bears were killed respectively before
and after the establishment of YSNP. Between 1998 and
2000, among the 15 bears captured and released by the
Park, 8 had their palms broken because they were caught
mistakenly by traps.

When interviewed by the media, Ke commented on
the difficulty in filming the natural environments in Taiwan.
Geological constraints can be tackled with expedients but
what scares wild animals away is often the human presence
that once harmed them so badly.

We may use better equipment to bring closer our view
angles toward and distance with wild animals, but if we could
not lay down their guard to us, we may one day never be
able to see the animals bouncing and running even if we
are to use the most sophisticated gadgets shown in Sci-Fi
movies.

Images of Eagles Come via a Long Way

In addition to the bears tracked by eco-observers,
soaring eagles that fly through Kenting also have their loyal
supporters.

“They are part of our family and we have to protect them,”
said Mr. Yi-rong Cai of KTNP while glancing at the hovering
big birds.

Each autumn in She-ding's Ling-hsiao Pavilion eagle-
gazers set up arrays of equipment and exclaim over the
eagle's various postures. Each year Chinese Goshawk (Ac-
cipiter soloensis) , Gray-faced Buzzard (Butastur indicus) ,
Brown Shrike(Lanius cristatus)pass through KTNP to escape
the winter. These birds fly from afar and visit Hengchun
Peninsula around the primary stage of Katabatic wind,
kicking off Kenting's autumn eagle-viewing festival.
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Director Wen-bing Deng went deep into the breeding areas of Gray-faced
Buzzard (Butastur indicus) in Japan to make the film and recorded many
precious images that are rarely seen. / Photo provided by KTNP
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An adult Gray-faced Buzzard (Butastur indicus) is soaring in the sky. / Photo
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Cherish Formosan Black Bears(Ursus thibetanus formosanus) ; do not let them
fear human's figures. / Photo provided by YSNP, taken by Jian-ming He
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A Chinese Goshawk (Accipiter soloensis) perches near Mt. Daguang when it

Veteran eco-photographer Mr. Wen-bing Deng was
commissioned by the KTNP to make a documentary on
the Gray-faced Buzzard. During the 2 years of filming, he
repeatedly visited the breeding areas of Gray-faced Buzzard
in Japan to capture amazing images. Nonetheless, Japan
attaches high regard to conservation with a restriction of
30-minute stay for visitors in any places where the birds are
“likely to show up and nest.” Also Deng was given a placard
specifying his intention so he wouldn't be expelled by the
locals and could carry out the filming.

These conditions made the filming more difficult. Deng
sometimes had to leave dejectedly before the birds return
to the nest. Moreover, the dispersedly-living birds meant
that Deng had to walk for 2 to 3 kms to get to the nearest
nest. Once a torrential rain hit, but Deng was determined
to continue the work and eventually captured a precious
image of an adult Gray-faced Buzzard spreading its wings to
protect the fledglings from the rain.
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In Sep. 2008, the documentary entitled The Story of Gray-
faced Buzzard was released in KTNP, with each precious
scene touching every attendee there. It appears that 20
years of effort have transformed these “gifts from Heaven”
preyed by shotguns to what everyone wants to protect and
conserve forever.

Capture the Beauty of Taiwan through Lenses
In addition to animals in the mountains and eagles in the

sky, the rich ecological resources and indigenous culture of

SPNP have also been showcased through documentaries.

“Only stubborn perfectionists would want to do this
drudgery,” described the then Director of SPNP, Mr. Yong-fa
Lin about the eco-documentary director, Mr. Chin-fa Chen,
who has painstakingly left many precious records for SPNP
on many occasions.

Besides the Park's iconic protected species, Formosan
Landlocked Salmon (Oncorhynchus masou formosanus)
even rarer is Guanwu Formosan Salamander (Hynobius
fuca) . In 2004, Chen was commissioned by SPNP to enter
the area of Guanwu to embark on a 3-year eco-recording
project of the fish.

But a lack of ecological data posed the greatest challenge
to Chen at the initial stage —he couldn't even spot one.
Later, led by a graduate student Wen-jie Chih, Chen finally
saw the first one and quickly recorded environmental factors
such as the temperature and humidity. Then he spent nearly
a year to study the fish's habits in order to see one again.

“Unless you're lucky, the images shot at one go will hardly
be impressive,” said the Chen, who survived numerous
life-threatening landslides and typhoons just to finish this
documentary on this relic species from the Jurassic era.
The film eventually won a platinum medal, the highest
honor in the category of Nature and wildlife ecology at 2007
Worldfest Houston.
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Painstaking and insistence are the two faiths of Chin-fa Chen when he films
the eco-documentary and he has left many precious records for Taiwan. / (1)
Photo provided by SPNP, (2) by Cheng-hao Yu
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It is not easy to shoot the beautiful scenery on the ground; the challenge to
shoot in the water is hard to imagine. / Photo provided by Li Lo

Environmental catastrophe is no longer a scene generated
by special effects in the movie, and the danger of global
warming is quite evident. Chen said he may not stop the
environmental damage nor restore lost species, but he could
capture the beauty of the animals and let future generations
know that Taiwan used to be so enchanting.

Guard the Environment through All Walks of
Life

We have seen the hardship of making eco-documentary
films, and even more painstaking is doing it underwater,
especially when the photographer doesn't have any relevant
experience in film directing.

Photographer Ching-hwa Wang shoots beautiful
sceneries across Taiwan. Never setting a limit to himself, he
is also a mountain guide and was commissioned by KTNP to
shoot a documentary with Mr. Yung-chun Tsai on the beauty
of coral reefs.
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Without former experience in shooting a 16 mm film,
Wang had to jump into the sea to accomplish the task
but he wasn't intimidated at all. “Back then quite a few
photographers just didn't think we could make it.”

Yet the unfavored Wang worked even harder. He
overcame his unfamiliarity with the sea and successfully
made the film, which was nominated as the best
documentary in the 1999 Golden Horse Award.

Another dedicated marine documentary director was
Mr. Li Lo, who shows his concerns for the ecology despite
his military background.

The military police-turned photographer Lo was in the
military over a decade and had no experience in image
creation. He bought a camera to capture his child's
growth, which led him to embark on photography later on.

As Lo continued to do photography, he started to love
scuba diving and care about marine issues. The depletion
of marine resources in Green Island and the negative
comments foreign visitors gave to Taiwan's oceans
prompted him to become a loyal guardian of Taiwan's
marine ecology.
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“I once heard that the CPAMI intends to incorporate
Green Island as a national park. | like the idea and hope to
see new and creative approaches to find a better way out for
the marine resources of Green Island.”

The documentary film Green Island, New Horizons shot by
Lo is one of the classics on the ecology of coral reefs. The
speech tours he gave and his documentary touched many
people and instilled the idea of conservation into them.

Lo said humbly, “I am just an amateur photographer who
still has much to learn, but no matter how difficult the road
ahead is, I'll always have my camera ready to safeguard
Taiwan's ecology.”

National Parks are vast and have diverse species,
rendering observations or conservation research an uphill
task. Staff of our national parks has collaborated with those
in the media, producing works of high quality that have won
international acclaims. It might be true that government
agencies may not always be on the same page with image
designers, but the ideas they uphold in environmental
protection is what keeps them motivated all along. Because
of this, every flying bird, every trek over hills and dales and
every historical excavation recorded will surely touch us all as
we press the “Play” button.

MER (Ke) = http://migrant.coolloud.org.tw/node/39161

¥ WHR ~ BSOREESINXSZER : The reference of Director Chin-yuan Ke and Wen-bing Deng:
BESIR (Deng) : http://www.babygogo.tw/viewthread.php?tid=3252

with his heart. / by blogger Allen
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Environment should be guarded through all walks of life; everyone should protect the beautiful marine resources

2. EBRTFEUABAREY » AREEHFSEAEERRENENRLEE /8% F Ewynn &
Image makers' subject usually is Nature. The process of shooting might be painstaking, but there are meanings
of promoting environmental education in doing so. / by blogger Elwynn
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