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Pan's writing style is dashing and unrestrained. This is the latest work which was written for her friend. / by Wan-

ching Lai

ERFEEDRABRDNZ(EZXM— ~ K~ KNE - ER) EEMESZ(F ‘*, X,
B — K/ ABEEH s
The creation “shui” (water) is one of the titles for book set Nameless Heaven and Earth N
which were inscribed by Pan and published by TNP. / Photo provided by TNP
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Writing out Refreshing Elegance of Nature
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An Interview with Calligrapher Cing-fen Pan

AERRENXNER @ MAENERERGNER
— BBDERD -

NE+DRERNESS  MENRENLEFHA
R BEEBRARTENREER  BHNERTESE
£ BMEE - BMER  RERRRILRFE-—SES
WHYESIES - KEMBETIRERIIRIZZEE « tHEEFD
ALY BEHER -

ERREWEFANE » REERG LIFEEIREH
BB AIRERERBRIF  EFENXT RERE
BN RRMBE—FIEF !

I IENRBERES —SERE TR  BHBIKK
AUI—iBiEiR - I IBLRM—ER ¢ [ BISE » #EERE
F - BIRIRURRENEERNAVRETETM 7 11 EXE
FENTEERSESR » DAZH -

EWIRE D

MAANBRNEXRES T OEHBESNTR » 203F
Al EE%T)%EEg%ﬁ%ﬁ’ﬁ%%%z%@%@ﬁl{’ﬁi
EEWCE)—F  EXEGFEFIREET - WEE
SIE > REWRERTREBEW - BEZEMRMILE
REFTIMHEEER  DERUBENSANERZ LW -

ne cannot talk about the publications of Taiwan's
national parks without mentioning Cing-fen Pan.

With her simple short hair and wide eyes, Pan is a
modern beauty. Her calligraphic style is diverse, though; it
can not only show the majesty of Mt. Jade and the depth
of Taroko Gorge, but can also present the delicacy of
Yangmingshan.

However, her beautiful handwriting had not been
discovered until the day she submitted her resignation
letter to her then boss, Rong-ling Huo.

“Her letter was written elegantly with “kaishu”
(regular script), and | had to comfort her, ‘Don't cry, for
it is a blessing to get married! Yet would you like to do
inscription for my design?'” described Huo humorously.

The Beauty of Yushan is a Link of Fate

Huo recognized Pan's talent and had asked her to
inscribe for the book, The Beauty of Yushan, about 20
years ago. “I hadn't climbed Yushan back then because
of acrophobia, but Ms. Huo had thoughtfully provided
me with a lot of information to help me feel about the
mountain.”

IREHIEX Interview & Text/ ¥85EI5 Wan-ching Lai  45BIE%#H Special thanks to / tHET K 2822 R E BT EER Professor Yueh-wen Huang of the

Department of Tourism at Shih Hsin University ~ SBfE25t4E Mr. Zhai-xing Pan

#)5Z Translator / EBZ 18 Chun-yi Cheng
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The book then has won wide response
and cemented the foundation of government
publications; one can even say that Pan's
inscription holds the soul of the book. At that
time, CPAMI was eagerly establishing national
parks, and several CIS designs had been
assigned to Pan. There is a story behind her
inscription for Yangmingshan National Park
(YMSNP).

When she got the invitation, she had just
returned from South Africa, getting ready to give
birth to her baby. Since she was not in her best
form during pregnancy, she turned down the
work and provided YMSNP Headquarters with a
list of contemporary Taiwanese calligraphers.

“It is so interesting that right after my
postpartum confinement, | got a call from them
asking me again to do the inscription.”

It turned out that the staff of YMSNP
Headquarters had calculated meticulously and
waited patiently, with the hope that Pan could
take the work after all.

“It is not so much that | wrote for YMSNP
as the mountain has given me a chance to pay
back, for | have grown up there and gained
much inspiration from her. The sincerity from
YMSNPH also touched me and had invoked my
inspiration, so | could finish the work right after |
started.”

View Mountains and Waters Reach
the Acme of Perfection

When Pan took the invitation of inscribing for
Taroko National Park several years later, she had
already gone back to South Africa. This time, it
took her seven days straight to finish the work.
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Pan's creations were inspired by TNP's gorge, rocks and rivers. / Photo provided by TNP, taken by Shu-hao Xu
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“It was a totally different case; unlike the sweet pretty
Yangmingshan, Taroko is much more forceful with its
rapids, waterfalls, and cliffs. | recalled the happiness | had
as a child when my dad took the whole family there to have
our vacation. | was young then, but the impression was
direct and potent; maybe it's a predestined lot.”

“Beauty” is a word too vague to describe what a
calligrapher pursues; what Pan aims to capture and
express through her strokes is the spirituality of Nature as
well as her own sentiments.

After one week of writing and failed attempts, the
inscription for Taroko was finally born.

To Pan, YMSNP's delicacy lead her to write with different strokes. / Photo provided by YMSNP, taken by Hui-ting Chen
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“Coincidentally, the inscriptions for Yushan,
Yangmingshan, and Taroko were all done with the
same brush, the one | got as the gold reward in my first
Taiwan-dapan Calligraphy Contest. | don't stick to any
specific brush, and | didn't use it at first when | wrote for
Taroko. But | picked it up on the seventh day; it could be
providence!”

The brush used to write out the spirit and soul of
three national parks is the one used in her childhood to
motivate her to continue the practice; this is something
Pan couldn't have imagined when she got the reward.

Many were astonished by Pan's inscription for The
Beauty of Yushan: How could a woman so young and
petite write with so much power?

“I was in my twenties back then, but I'd already written
for more than 20 years, and maybe that's why the strokes
would appear overage.”

Pan explained humbly that she has had the luck to be
instructed by several calligraphy masters along the way.
She mentioned her primary school teacher Mr. Zi-jia Shen,
who led her into the first calligraphy experimental class in
Taiwan.
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Pan and her father Zhai-xing Pan. His support has been her biggest motivation to create, says Pan. / by Wan-ching Lai
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Pan took a picture with her respected teacher. / Photo provided by Cing-fen Pan
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This photo is the inscription that Pan did for Xuejian area of SPNP's folding
page. Even if it is just a folding page, SPNP ask her to do the inscription
overseas, thus can see how national park cares. / Photo provided by Yueh-
wen Huang, taken by Wan-ching Lai
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The bond between Pan and YMSNP is strong, this photo is the tablet inscribed
by Pan. / Photo provided by Cing-fen Pan
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“Mr. Shen practiced every day, and he would ask us
students to trace the characters from his practice sheets.
When doing the trace, I'd analyze and memorize the
structure of characters. | enjoyed it And I'm indebted to
Mr. Shen for igniting my passion for arts.”

Participants in calligraphy contests back then had to
write on the spot. When the contest started, Pan was
not anxious to get her work done as other kids. By taking
her time rubbing the ink, she found her composure, and
after putting down the ink stick and dipping her brush,
she could usually finish her work quickly, for she had
memorized the structures of characters well. “Some
talents can indeed be explored through contests and
rewards, but honestly, these can never make a talent.”

Among the instructors she had followed during
her school days, master Pu-tong Li is one of the four
successors of You-ren Yu. Later she had also been
instructed by the well-known landscape painter, Yi-
hong Li, who had a unique way of teaching. “Mr. Li has
fired up my creative potential. He used slides of his own
photographic work to help his students observe and
experience Nature, and this was especially helpful when |
inscribed for the national parks.”
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Pan's calligraphy creation has also been influenced by
painter Wu-guang Dai and ceramic artist Xiao-hao You.
“l am a person with a wide interest and I've had a lot of
great experiences in many other art areas, which had
enriched my strokes. Best of all, I've been instructed by
so many wonderful teachers; I'm truly grateful to them.”

Pan also appreciates the continuous support from her
family and friends. “I've lived abroad for 20 years, but |
am fortunate to have many artist friends in Taiwan, some
of whom even share their studios with me. There are also
their stories behind my strokes.”

Calligraphy does not present beautiful landscapes
concretely before its viewers like paintings and images,
but Pan's black lines on white papers speak for Nature so
vividly.

Ignore Fame and Gain Make Friends Widely

She never doubts that she is here for calligraphy;
writing makes her unconcerned about fame and
wealth. The combination of her name “Cing-fen” and
pseudonym “Dan-pu,” meaning “a serene and balmy
garden,” reveals her Taoist temperament. As a low-keyed
perfectionist, she said she is not ready yet to exhibit her
work.
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This is the 2007 book set Nameless
Heaven and Earth that Pan worked
with TNP. / by Wan-ching Lai
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But through her unworldly strokes she has already made
many friends.

Director-general Yeh of CPAMI is one of them; she
feels flattered by his help and guide. Rong-ling Huo is
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another, who sees and cherishes her talent. Then the staff
in national park headquarters, who remember her even
when she is away from Taiwan. And many strangers have
also been connected with her through her writing. The
2007 book set Nameless Heaven and Earth, for example,

the titles of which are inscribed by Pan, has not only won
the gold prize in the Best Book Production Design of the
Golden Butterfly Award, but also won her the invitation
from a hotelier in Sun Moon Lake to inscribe for the hotel.

Indeed, calligraphy is just several simple lines, but Pan
knows that these lines do extend endlessly, connecting her
with other people in this whirling world, and connecting us
people with our mother nature.
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Profile of Cing-fen Pan
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Pseudonym Dan-pu, also Bing-sha. Buddhist pseudonym Tian-lan. Pan was-born
in 1961 in Taipei and graduated from National Taiwan College of/Arts::She-has had a
deep passion toward calligraphy since childhood, and is now a freelance calligrapher.
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