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A male Mikado Pheasant (Symaticus mikado) is beautiful and elegant; there are white strips on his tail feather. / by Kuang-ying Chou
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King of the Mist
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he beautiful, erect creature printed on the back of Taiwan's new thousand-dollar

bill issued since 1990 is the Mikado Pheasant (Symaticus mikado), a long-tailed
pheasant endemic to Taiwan, and listed as a protected wildlife according to the
Wildlife Conservation Act.

In 1906, on Japan's occupation, British ornithologist W. Goodfellow came
to Taiwan. Led by the Japanese police and Taiwanese aborigines, he collected
specimens of birds endemic to Taiwan along the Historic Trail built in Ching Dynasty.
Goodfellow's early samples had been confined to small birds, until one day, when
he spotted a peculiar pair of black and white feathers on a bearer's head ornament.
The feathers had belonged to a large pheasant. On request, the bearer granted him
the feathers, which he brought back to England. Ornithologist W. R. Ogilvie-Grant
identified the bird as a new species, but its looks remained a mystery to the academia
then.

1B Text / B3MIZ2 Jane Chiu E)J:Z Translator / &H&EME Lily Tseng

FFRIREH Special thanks to / BB KA ARl AENIEZUIRE MG/ \IH Assistant Professor Dr. Cara
Lin Bridgman, Department of Life Science of Tunghai University : #AXZ #8554 Mr. Ai-Teh Lin : KL
FAREPRSTF/)\E Ms. Zhen-yu Chen of Yushan National Park
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Dr. Cara Lin Bridgman is investigating and collecting the information
attentively. / Photo provided by YSNP, taken by Cui-ya Liu

Elegant and Mysterious Royalty

Perhaps due to its exquisite beauty, numerous tales
spread, telling of this mysterious bird.

One goes that the Japanese Emperor himself owns a
pair of these precious pheasants. Ogilvie-Grant thus named
the bird Mikado Pheasant in English, for Mikado stood for
the Japanese Emperor, and picked Syrmaticus mikado as
its scientific name. The feathers are still kept intact in the
Natural History Museum in Britain. It's rare that a new bird
species is identified solely from two tail feathers.

The Mikado Pheasant appears as its name foretells.
Males are elegantly coated in shimmering blue-black
plumage, with red face wattles, closely resembling the cock
but without the comb and featuring firmer tails extending up
to 50cm as well as white bars on the rump. Females have
grey-green feet and olive-brown plumage covered with pale
specks. Males measure 72 to 97cm, weighing 900g to 1.2
kg, while females measure 46 to 55cm, weighing 600g to 1

kg.

1-2. BRI B EUNEERREH BRI / SHGE » TERREH
The trap should be set on the premise that it won't hurt the Mikado Pheasant (Symaticus mikado). / Photo
provided by YSNP, taken by Dr. Cara Lin Bridgman
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Sambhars would exhaust the grass in the areas they have been to. Mikado Pheasant (Symaticus mikado)
will return to the old place when the grass grows again. / Photo provided by Dr. Cara Lin Bridgman
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Mikado Pheasants are often spotted in cloud forests,
often referred to as seas of clouds, 1,600 to 3,200m
above sea-level. As an assortment of sprouts, leaves and
fruits that the birds love flourish in the understory of mixed
broadleaf and coniferous forests, where fogs often form,
these birds are crowned the name "King of the Mist."

Like chickens, Mikado Pheasants are omnivores,
foraging in misty cloud forests or grasslands. They feed
on the ground cover plants such as grass seeds, fruits,
creeping raspberries, and dooryard weeds. Even ants,
worms, and beetles are also their food.

Besides the Mikado Pheasants, sambhars also frequent
mid to high-altitude mountain trails, where forests and
ground cover are denser. The visit of large mammals,

however, often exhaust food sources, thus shriveling the
living spaces of the pheasants. Nonetheless, Dr. Cara Lin
Bridgman of Tunghai University sees this contest over food
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and habitat as a natural phenomenon that needs
no human intervention. The Mikado Pheasants
will seek food elsewhere if sambhars drain all
nourishment, and return when the land replenishes
itself.

Predators and food competitors may affect the
population of Mikado Pheasants. Dr. Bridgman
further points out that that in recent years, large
rains are more frequent in Taiwan's mountains.
When these large rains occur during the breeding
season, newly hatched chicks may not survive,
because these very young chicks cannot manage
their own body temperatures.

Naturally Shy and Solitary

As Mikado Pheasants are naturally shy and
alert, observation requires patient wait in a
disguised tent. To ascertain the birds' range of
activity and biological clock, Yushan National Park
commissioned Bridgman's team to study their
communities and behaviors from 1996 to 1999.
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Bridgman fixed radio transmitters on the birds and made
daily rounds on trails they often appear. Transmitter
data find the pheasants fond of spacious secondary
forests. Females cover a larger activity range of 13.7ha.,
compared to the males' 7.4ha.. In spring and autumn they
travel further, covering 13.1ha. and 8.8ha. respectively,
while in winter confining to just 1.6ha., their central area of
activity all year round.

Bridgman observes that Mikado Pheasants scarcely
travel with companion outside the mating season. They
are most active in early foggy mornings, and return to
their nests at nightfall. In the daytime, they often hide from
eagles and owls in thick groves or grass, and spend their
nights in brushwood or on branches. Mikado Pheasants
are poor flyers, spreading wings only when startled or
attacked, but then just capable of soaring around 100m,
simply enough to travel from one tree to another nearby.

February is the mating season; both sexes are
in contest for mates and picking fights sometimes.
Incubation takes place in April and May, when the
pheasants keep their nests dry from pouring rain by
building them under huge rocks, covered with thorn
bushes like miscanthus, urtica thunbergiana, and
creeping raspberry. Each clutch contains 5 to 8 cream-
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Bridgman fixed radio transmitters on the Mikado Pheasant (Symaticus mikado) to record their trails. /

Photo provided by YSNP
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Only if we protect them with our heart, Taiwan's future generations will be able to see their gorgeous royalty.

/ Photo provided by YSNP

5. PR RAEIG RIS - FERFEmAMIAEE / EEBE - FEREHR
Female Mikado Pheasant (Symaticus mikado) builds nest on the steep hillside to be alert to the attack of its
natural enemy anytime. / Photo provided by YSNP, taken by Zhi-zhong Li
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YSNP has published many promotional publications about the Mikado Pheasant (Symaticus mikado)
which were illustrated in both Chinese and English. YSNP hopes that the public will cherish this beautiful
creature and work together to let their beautiful figures stay on this land forever. The documentary on the
right was nominated Best Documentary of Golden Horse Award in 1992. / Photo provided by YSNP

ERRIHE > KiB26ZE28 XML - BERT AR
&t - SRS TEREMER  MEXES T /R
WENWERES  MERETEHBSES -

K@ E WEAZ
EREMOXBRITZERMEE - EEE L
NERR - 881% - LXSREE  LHEEER
HEREBHNENARDEBERK  FEESEIR
DB » IEEFEHS DS - WERERMURE
£ - BItOR - BEEREHERIBICRLAS -
HEEBEREIERREREHN—HEDY » 25
B1083F7T » EREMTENEBIRZANME ? &
BT FRIIEEI 2008 F » BRERERREBMERSE
SUEBNEFFRBEREHMER - BERMNE
EZRIENGK  AMiGREFRE 1994 F LKA
REERAHEBIGRER - (EEDEESEIRE
12 BHARERRREMIDERZENE - BNRAEE
BRIBIIRE - BT B EER R EAEH -
30ZFRT - BERBKMIMKEE - ST RIEEM
HZEER - BEIBNRIIBRAR - BEIRERE
B AEFERENa BN EESEEREIES
o HANNEZEEE  EEECHEERENER
Bx  DEEHAEANETEHE » ENERBRIERE
B AR EER » ANEEEAXBNEERSE - 1§
RaBNFTRESREBEESIMNTESS » B,
SFLEERERREE - @

FEEBMELERRENEMXYER - WRRSEIRSIVREARR - BBEEAE—RAPE
SEEMNIE  SEMIFIBERESEN I CRIRER - AERCIRA B AR 1992 FEF5HC

colored eggs and is incubated for 26 to 28 days. Males
leave for the next target female once the eggs are laid;
female birds are responsible for nurturing the chicks.

Natural Enemies Threaten Incubation

Apart from eagles and owls, Mikado Pheasants are
menaced by predators such as Formosan Rock-Monkey
(Macaca cyclopsis), Formosan Reeve's Muntjac (Muntiacus
reevesi micrurus), and weasels in particular. Females must
therefore be on alert and often take her fledglings along with
her. The incubation rate of wild Mikado Pheasants has thus
been low.

108 years have passed since Goodfellow's incidental
encounter with the tail feathers. How do Mikado Pheasants
fare presently? Bridgman notes that due to the persistence
of illegal hunting in high mountain areas and risks posed
to their habitat, the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) has altered the birds' conservation status
from Lower Risk since 1994 to Near Threatened. Mikado
Pheasants may currently be on the green list in The BirdLife
International Red Data Book, but human activities may still
easily endanger their existence.

Over three decades ago, serious deforestation damaged
many bird habitats in Taiwan, and precious bid species
endemic to Taiwan were only exempt from extinction
threats on the launch of national parks and conservation
regulations. Now, Mikado Pheasant hunting may be wholly
prohibited, yet the gorgeous birds face other threats,
including predation and ecology disruption. It takes
collective efforts to ensure that Taiwan's future generations
will still be able to gaze upon the majestic beauty of these
creatures.
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Holding a Ph.D. in biology from The Univ. of Tennessee (U.S.A), Bridgman is currently
an Assistant Prof. at the Department of Life Science in Tunghai Univ.. Specialized in
bird ecology, she has participated in the IUCN pheasant research program, Yushan
National Park Mikado Pheasant Ecology Research Program, forest ecology surveys
with the Nantou and Dongshih Forest District Offices of the Forestry Bureau, etc.
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