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An Interview with Tsai-fong Hwu, Silver Prize Winner of “Eyes
on National Park” Photo Contest

REEAYIR - BRRIERTHIT DA ©

Overlook the sunset of Nanhu, the colorful sky is pretty eharming. /
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ho says only old hands can capture the beauty of
national parks?

The dawning sun nesting on a sea of clouds in the high
mountains, splashing waterfalls in the gorges, junipers
marked by wind and frost, animals whooshing by

Magnificent landscapes and ecological diversity render
national parks a treasure chest for many photographers.
Countless spectacular images are frozen for eternity
through the lenses, and these laudable works often appear
on all types of national park publications, imparting the
beauty of the land to the multitude.

Yet, who is able to capture the splendors of the waters
and mountains? Must it be the weathered and prominent
old masters, or photo maniacs equipped with the most
expensive gadgets?

No, Nature is an impartial teacher. Her beauty is available
to any willing soul.
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She, a nine-to-fiver, is no different from the rest, bustling
for livelihood and family in the concrete jungle. But she sets
no limits for herself. Camera on back, into the forest, she
clicks and arrests the best moments.

Her name is Tsai-fong Hwu, second prize winner of the
National Park Photography Contest last year.

A nature lover, her tracks have covered the major scenery
spots throughout Taiwan. And to seize the beauty of
Taiwan, she embarked on her dream with photography.
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The azalea (Rhododendron spp.) which grows on Hehuan Mountain seems more beautiful under the

background of Giant Mountains.
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Hwu went far to Kenting just for the high tide in southern Taiwan.
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Nightfall: Excellence Award of 2009 Yangmingshan National Park Caoshan Image Photography Contest
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Fond of mountain climbing and hiking, Hwu had
incidentally participated in a mountaineering group and
walked through nearly all the lower mountains in northern
Taiwan in a year. Later she also conquered some of
Taiwan's highest mountains, where the breathtakingly
picturesque yet fleeting spectacles led to the purchase of
her first digital single-lens reflex camera and enrollment
in a photography class. Inspired by Chun-long Chen's
prilliant instructions, Hwu now not only keeps a blog on
photography, but frequently attends photo contests, a
good way to perk up skills.

Hwu's prize-winning work "Caves of Another World" was
taken in Taroko, which she describes as a lovely accident.
"It wasn't a deliberate trip for the contest. | had gone with
my husband to see the daylilies in Hualian. Stopping by
Swallow Grotto, the juxtaposing caves and shifting of
shadows seemed like that of an isolated world, prompting
me to note it down on camera."
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Another World: Silver Award of Eyes on the National Parks Photography Contest
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(Another World) : The beauty of symmetry (two tunnels standing side by side) and the beauty of asymmety (mobile tracks of cars and static

silhouette of people stoppingby) demonstates the photographer's ingenuity.
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A taxi whizzed through the dark tunnel. Hwu decided to
make car trails her theme. To portray a longer trail in the
dim cave, she opted for small aperture value and longer
exposure time.

"The tail-light produced a red line, and the headlight
of the coming vehicle left a white trace. A passerby kept
walking and stopping while | waited for a car to pass by, but
she happened to stop when a vehicle came and | pressed
the shutter. So | was able to capture both the stillness and
the movement."

The jurors were deeply impressed by this ingenious
contrast, thus awarding Hwu with the silver medal for “Eyes
on National Park” Photo Contest, a vast encouragement to
a beginner.
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However, Hwu has not always been so favored by
providence. She had trekked far up Mt. Hehuan for star
and car trails, but light distraction from passing trucks
resulted in the overexposure of all her pictures. Frustrated
but not defeated, Hwu learned to lever a black card for such
situations, and through constant practice, finally produced
satisfactory works.

An advocator of nature, Hwu dislikes using models or
creating deliberate scenes for contest photos. The genuine
life and power of Nature is what she insists on capturing.
Arduous voyages across ranges and hours of waiting
may give labor to just one picture, but the sweet fruit of
that moment makes it all worthwhile. Hwu appeals to all
beginners to develop sound photography ethics, never
harming Nature for pictures.

To novices wishing to challenge high mountains, Hwu
says, "Mountaineering is physically demanding, especially
with the equipment. So, pack light. Bring a shock-resistant
backpack and start with just an 18-200mm travel lens.
Refrain from bringing too much and wearing yourself out
before the shooting. And remember plastic bags and driers
to keep your equipment dry." Beginners should start with
nearby mountains that match their physical conditions.
The process will by no means be easy, but the fun and
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The image of harvest appears in black and white shows the
farmer's simplicity and fortitude.
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Hwu successfully took the photo of Fuci Tree and the trail of
stars after many tries.
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is all around us, if we would only discover. National
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EAZZBIST Profile of Tsai-fong Hwu

BEBFRA T LR - RABE AEHERT - HERYANTEZE - REELRSRETVERNS
E 1 (2008 ZEIAHERAE) ~ (2009 HEMFRFZERRILEASE) « (2009 5RIERX AR EILES |

FLLBRME(E ) (2008 F eye EEIRABBF LLTRAGE) - HERRAFERABTEAY - AIZSHEEAR
BIRAIR o R3E - tABRL S AEN/NEFHIRE  SSEETEEK - MitaBRENEY -

She sees herself as an ordinary office worker and she has only joined in photography for two years. Although
she is the beginner in this field, she has already won a lot of prizes: “Excellence Award of 2008 National Art

Exhibition for Government Employees”, “Excellence Award of 2009 White Snow Flies and Tung Flower Falls
in Hakka Village Photography Contest”, “Excellence Award of 2009 Yangmingshan National Park Caoshan
Image Photography Contest” and “Silver Award of Eyes on the National Parks Photography Contest”.
Hwu's style is plain and modest. Her creations are full of concerns about natural environment. In the future,
Hwu and her husband, who has become a great helper, will continue to capture Taiwan's beautiful scenery.
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